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From Vice Chief Sharp

Osiyo,

I

hope this finds everyone doing
well and maybe slowly coming out
of our quarantine issues. I had my first COVID shot on
23 April. How many of you have had your shots or
awaiting an appointment? I hesitated which is why I
am late in getting mine. However, so many of my
friends and family members had the vaccine. I figured
it was time to put my so-called reasons aside and take
the plunge!
We are still following the protocol of wearing masks
and distancing ourselves six feet apart. The tribal
council has been having phone meetings but may
soon go back to meeting in person.
I have not been as active since the last newsletter due
to some medical problems so this article will be short.
I want to personally thank all the tribal members who
have been working with us as we all go through the
pandemic.
I especially want again to thank Vice Chief Yellow
Hawk Sharp and our Firekeeper, Mark Two Blades
Williams. Vice Chief has been my right-hand man and
Two Blades my left-hand man. These two men work
tirelessly for the tribe. I appreciate everything they do,
and I probably do not thank them enough. However, I
want you to know how I feel about them and thanking
my brothers!
We have other members who work and I am not forgetting them but Yellow Hawk and Two Blades go the
extra mile!
If you have any questions about anything, please call
me at 864-871-9058 (cell) or email me at worthymarylouise@gmail.com or mommachief@outlook.com

Wado,
Chief Worthy
Let your faith be bigger than your fear may the
Creator walk with you in all your endeavors.

T

ribal Members, hope you and your loved ones
are well. We have been very fortunate to have
some member donation to the Tribe. Times have
been hard with no income in 2020 and not much in 2021. We
performed on the drum and a few of our women danced at the
Issaqueena Festival on Saturday, April 17th. We also took the
craft store to Six Mile and made a little money for the
Tribe. Tribal members gave their time to help with the crafts
and it was a great day. You have to remember we are Cherokee people and we will always be fine. We will overcome the
obstacles. That's what we do.
We are also rebuilding the Living Village. The work is a slow
process, but we are moving along well.
Now for the hard part. Asking for people to please pay your
dues. I don't think some of you realize how hard it is for us to
move forward if everyone is not doing their part. I am very excited to announce we are getting some new members. They
are excited to be part of our Tribe and we are happy to have
them.
Right now we are still planning on having our Pow Wow. Time
will tell. Keep your fingers crossed. If you know of any companies, maybe one you work for, that gives to 501(c)(3) non
profits, please let me know and I will contact them. We need
your help more than ever. Please contact me at 864-9065111 or email me at dsharplsc@gmail.com if you have any
questions.
Thank you,
Right Craft Shop sets up and
makes sales to Issaqueena
Festival visitors on Saturday,
April 17, 2021

Left: RSWS War Chief Mark
Two Blades plays the tribal
drum with V. Chief Dexter Yellow Hawk Sharp at the Festival
on a beautiful sunny afternoon.

Any change of your address, email address, or phone number please contact us to let us know of the change as soon as possible by calling
864-871-9058 (chief) 864-906-5111 (v. chief) or 864-683-1421 (tribal office) If you have an email address that we may send the newsletter to ,
our tribe will save almost $4.00/person per quarter. Contact Chief Worthy @ worthymarylouise@gmail.com.
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Flames of Thoughts From The Fire
Mark Two Blades Williams

H

ello to all. 2021 is flying by at such a fast pace
it's hard to keep up. The virus is hanging tough
but so are we! The election is over and the new President is seated. The press continues to put negative energy out there trying to
keep us upset and unhappy. DON'T let this happen to YOU! Happiness is a choice I make everyday! Let me say this again. Happiness is a CHOICE!!! You find what you seek. Seek happiness. The
media looks for negative stories, so that's what they find. I went
to the Spring Equinox fire at the Waccamaw Tribal Grounds last
month and this was a topic of discussion. There were about 25
members from Coastal Carolina doing interviews with us about
our beliefs and culture. I talked about "happiness being a choice."
Other things discussed were Smudging, Sacred Fire and some
practices and the herbs we use for them.
ALL the Fire Ceremonies are open to the public. There are four:
Spring and Fall Equinoxes and the Summer and Winter Solstices.
Everyone is welcome. These "Fires" are used to help bring in the
new season and raise the positive vibrations of Mother Earth.
There are prayers for specific reasons at these "fires." I always
have a great time with my Waccamaw family. A great bunch of
people down there. If you would like for me to start having these
"fires" at OUR tribal grounds please let me know. I can do that but
there MUST be participation from OUR tribal members. Not just
once or twice but EVERY fire. We are one of two tribes in SC that I
am aware of having "Fire Keepers" practicing the Fire Ceremonies
of our ancestors. I go to Aynor, SC, to the Waccamaw People because their members participate in these events. You don't have
to go into the Sacred circle. Just show up to support. HOWEVER,
there MUST be FOUR (4) people minimum to do the ceremonies.
Also, we are looking for NEW Tribal members. If you know of ANY
Cherokee people please let them know our rolls are open and
waiting. Your tribe took the Craft Store to Six Mile for the Issaqueena Festival Saturday, 04/17/2021. This helped offset the
loss of revenue from the schools due to the cancellation of Kids
Days, a fall -out from the virus. I and the other Fire Keepers are
praying hard for healing and understanding from our Creator.

We would like to remember those who are sick in our prayers and
thank the Creator for ALL he has done in our lives.
A'ho
South Carolina
Indian Affairs Council

Indigenous Women’s
Alliance of SC

Jimmy Nicholson surveys
work on Tribal Village
Winter House.

Harold Nowood
secures roof
logs to winter house
walls.

TRIBAL NEWS
VICTORIA YELLOW ROSE NORRIS

Education Funding News- For tribal members looking to get their GED, there is funding for
testing from the SC Indian Development Council. If you expect to make good money and advance in opportunities, then you need at least a high school diploma or GED! Go to ged.com
for answers to questions on GED testing.
Also any tribal member who is interested in attending a community college, technical college
or university, there is tuition and/or books assistance available for those who qualify: these
grants are need-based. This funding is through S.C. Indian Development Council for those living in SC;
members not living in SC are assisted through other state agencies specified through SCIDI. There is also
funding through SC Works (WIOA Program). Go to the web site SCworks.org and find a location near
you; call the number and find out when they are having an orientation meeting.
Contact Victoria Norris at gvnorris@outlook.com for more information on educational opportunities.

Basketful of Knowledge Museum- Cherokee Weapons and Tools

T

he weapons used by the Cherokee included war
clubs, tomahawks, knives, bows and arrows, spears
and axes. Cherokees also used blowguns, usually hunting
for small game, but occasionally for warfare.

The tools of the Cherokee were made of stone and flint.
The process was called Flint Knapping, and the weapon
and tool makers were Flint Knappers. The tools were
used for fighting and hunting.
Cherokee men hunted mainly for food and clothing; and
different game required different tools. Bows and arrows were used mostly for hunting deer, turkey and other large game. Bows were made primarily from hickory
and black locust trees. Arrows had river cane shafts with
wooden nocks so the cane would not split. The tips of
the arrows were flint-knapped arrowheads. The Chero-

kee hunter used scraping tools with flint-knapped blades
to clean and dress the game. The hunter hung a flint
knife from his waist or in a sheath around his neck to
make it easily accessible. Knives were a necessity for
everyday life. For small game like squirrels and rabbits,
Cherokees used blowguns. Blowguns were made from
river cane and could be three to nine feet long.

* Sharpening stones, water stones or whetstones: These
stones were used as tools to grind and hone the edges of
knives and other implements.
* Scrapers were tools made from flint that has small
flakes removed from one side to create a working edge.
An End Scraper was a heavy duty tool that was used for
scraping fur from animal hides and removing the fatty
tissue from its underside. Victoria Yellow Rose Norris

Beading Loom

Stone Blade knife with wooden
handle- Stone Wolf
Stone Axe with
wooden handleJames & Terry
Smith

Hand Drill – Tanner
Nelon

Regalia
BeltWar
Worn
by First
Deer-leg
Clubs
–
Chief
Gene
Norris
Billy Lightwalker

Cherokee Weapons and Tools (Cont)

Blow gun & dart

Stone Spear Blade

Osage/Orange Bow- Norman Mountain
Bear Nelon
& Red Oak Bow
Photo By Tommy Howard

Deer Antler Knife

River Cane Arrow
with arrowhead
points- Billy Lightwalker

Early Cherokee tribes displayed clever ingenuity in their tools and weapons. Resourcefulness enabled them to
provide food, shelter and protection for their families. Cherokee tribes used the earth to make specialized weapons and tools. One of the favorite materials of the Cherokee Indians was stone and flint. Because these materials
were in abundance where the Cherokee people lived, they made good use of them. The process of making weapons and tools was handed down through the generations.

Friday March 5, V.
Chief Dexter Yellow
Hawk met with CMA’s Jerry
Francis and Hannah Bauer
to discuss tribal issues.

Firekeeper, Mark Two Blades
Williams repairs shingles and other
maintenance while on tribal
grounds.

Picture left—our new flag for the Long House. Picture right—
Mark Two Blades is cutting the timbers for the winter house.

FRIENDS FOREVER

T

Victoria Yellow Rose Norris
he man who opened our Pow Wows and other tribal events with prayer, Earl Many
Skins, crossed over on January 16th and was greeted with open arms by our First
Chief... they were friends for a long time.

Many Skins and Chief Norris met in the early 1980s at the Indian Trail Pow Wow in North
Carolina. Although Many Skins was Lumbee, he and Chief Norris struck up a friendship
and shared their respective Native ways till the Creator called our First Chief in 2017.
Many Skins was an esteemed teacher and Elder, and medicine man for his tribe. He had
a sweat lodge on his property; and Chief Norris used to sweat monthly. They were also
involved in bringing the real Native story to students in North and South Carolina, Virginia, and Georgia starting in 1988. They brought art, music, dance, and discussed a wide
variety of cultural and historical issues. As Chief Norris said, “Kids need to know about
Native Americans.” They traveled with Native artifacts and crafts along with an 18-foot
tipi. They would put it up as the children watched in amazement and excitement.
Many Skins was a very spiritual man in his tribe and in his church. He was named Eastern
Fire-keeper and traveled all over the Southeast lighting sacred fires for numerous tribes
and Native pow wows and ceremonies. When Chief Norris asked Mark Two Blades Willams to become our tribal fire-keeper,
he also asked Many Skins to teach Two Blades this special calling.
Earl would call me from time to time to check on me. I will miss the greeting, “Hey, Sis!” He never ended our conversation with
Goodbye; he always said, “Later.” Now it’s my turn, “Later, Elder Many Skins!”

Earl “Many Skins” Carter
Our heart felt condolences to the family of our friend
August 22, 1941—January 16, 2021
Many Skins, it was a great honor to know you and call you
my friend. I enjoyed our conversations and learned so much
from you. you will never be forgotten. I know you are with
the creator and telling him and Chief Norris all about us.
Until we meet again Dexter Sharp Vice Chief Lower Eastern
Cherokee Nation SC

PRAYERS
Gene Spoone, health issues
Jim Howell recovering from a fall

Houston Terry Hawkins critical care in Greenville, SC
The family of Earl “Many Skins” Carter
Garry Youngblood—health issues

Fred McDowell– on dialysis and on a kidney transplant
list

Jean Vinson-Kidney Cancer (daughter of former elder )
All of our tribal members and family who are in need of
prayer.
WE LIFT YOU UP TO OUR CREATOR DURING DIFFICULT
TIMES AMEN

NEED A GIFT? TRY OUR GIFT SHOP

OTHER TRIBAL NEWS
Committee Reports

Teaching Clan Victoria Yellow Rose Norris I sent an email to the Teaching Clan committee and to Chief Worthy and Vice Chief Sharp suggesting a possible in-person meeting in June. At this meeting we will discuss the direction of our
Chief Howard Whitebull Kids’ Day program and our own Strong Beaver Kids’ Camp. An email has also been
set to the teachers who participated in our program asking for information about field trips and school visits
for next school year. At this time no Fall Days are planned.
RSWS—Mark Two Blades Williams— I pray that everyone is well and happy. I am. Most of the people I know are too. The Red Shirt Warriors have been working on the Winter Home, cutting grass, trimming shrubs and all sorts of things to keep YOUR tribal grounds and living village up to par. It is a neverending battle. We are looking for more MEMBERS to join us. If you know any members, preferably local, PLEASE get
them to Email me, Chief Worthy or Vice Chief Sharp for an application. Mr Spoone (White Spirit) and Ms Naomi (his
sister) have been doing a great job taking care of our ground. It's hard to get up there as much as we need because
of jobs and other obligations. We are blessed to have people like these two that step up and step in when needed.
The people in the area notice our grounds and tell Mr. Spoone how nice it all looks. Taking pride in ownership shows
and is appreciated by the community. We will continue to do our very best for our tribe.
Learn, teach and help others. War Chief

Craft Store - Beckie Sharp —We had the opportunity on the 17th of April to participate in

the Issaqueena Festival in Six Mile SC. We sold quite a few Crafts. We met some
wonderful people. We also had many of our Members come and volunteer. It was wonderful to see them again. Everyone had a good time.
Pow Wow—Scott Red Otter Gephart —Hello everyone. Everything is in full swing for our upcoming POW-WOW. Our drum team will be Red Oak singers. I’m working on a new MC and
craft booths for this year’s POW-WOW. I know we all are getting into the swing of 2021 and
our tribe has had a few bumps, but we are ready to get back to our roots. The tribe is working hard at
putting this all together so we can have a great time. I still need volunteers to help out at the raffle table
and the front gate. If you are interested contact me at scottgephart166@comcast.net and let me know.
September 25th is the date of your POW-WOW. Let’s fill the dance circle. Wado

The Elders Council—Patsy Durham CANCELLED

WOS—Melanie Creeping Fox Riddle —The WOS will be meeting in person on Saturday, June

12 at 10:00 AM. The Red Shirts will be meeting also but they will be working outside. We will be
discussing up coming projects for the ladies. We will be wearing masks and practicing the COVID
guidelines. We want our ladies to feel safe in this trying time. Looking forward to seeing all of you again.
Please call me at 864-434-4707 or email me at : jamielloydfoole@gmail.com with any questions you
may have.

PAIA Rewind….The Origin of the Tribal LogoVictoria Yellow Rose Norris
Our First Chief, Howard White Bull Norris, designed the tribal logo as a member of the Piedmont American
Indian Association. He chose the circle because it was an integral symbol of the ancient Cherokees, representing the circle of life. The colors, red, white, and black are three of the Cherokee colors. The eagle was
chosen for the following reasons:
A bald eagle exhibits power and strength.

Its ability to soar high and its command of the sky show control of its territory.
As a spirit animal, the bald eagle guides you to live your life with a vision of your future with a sense of
direction.

The initials P.A.I.A. stand for Piedmont American Indian Association which was the name of the intertribal group when it was chartered on April 24, 1984. Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation was added on January
6, 2000 when Chief Norris and the tribal council decided that the PAIA would be a Cherokee tribe.

The date 1540 was chosen to designate when Hernando de Soto first made contact with the Indigenous
People in South Carolina. In 1986 Governor Dick Riley recognized the Piedmont American Indian Association by proclamation. In 2006 the State of South Carolina recognized the PAIALECNSC as an Indian
Group.

In 2012 Chief Norris asked his son, James Whirlwind Norris to rework the eagle…the eagle image was
updated.

In 2013 Chief Norris initiated the Young Cherokees. To prepare for future leadership in the tribe, the

Young Cherokees were taught their history and traditions, and honor the Elders. Rachel Wind
Dancer Riddle drew a logo of the adult eagle with the fledging at its side; James Norris transformed her design into the official logo of the Young Cherokees.

The current logo…2015 replaced 2006 because on June 19, 2015, the Piedmont American Indian Association Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC was recognition by the State of South Carolina as a Tribe.

Tribal Council

5/15, 8/21, 10/16

RSWS/WOS

6/12, 7/10, 8/14,
9/11, 10/9, 11/13, 12/11
TBA

Kids Camp

Elders Gathering
Pow Wow
Kids Days Fall
Christmas Gathering

CANCELLED
9/25
TBA
TBA

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST TRIBAL MEMBERS

Zach “Still Mountain” Bush
Tracy Lynne “Talking Falcon” Cook
Andrew Wyman “Running Sparrow” Cook
Summer Lynne “Tumbling Bear” Cook
PAIA POW WOW IS IN THE PLANNING STAGES

Issaqueena Festival 2012

If you have an event you want published in the newsletter, send it to us at (PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation, SC PO Box 3988, Irmo, SC
29063) or email it to sandert@sc.rr.com. Let us know what’s happening in your world so that we can share the news with other tribal members. Remember this newsletter is YOUR news!

PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC will continue to follow the guidelines laid out by
the CDC and SC dhec during these times of recovery. We are slowly beginning to relax the restrictions on the tribal grounds and activities in conformance with these guidelines.

Updated Mask Guidance
As of March 27 the CDC updated their masking guidance for fully vaccinated individuals. An individual qualifies as fully
vaccinated two or more weeks after receiving the second shot of Pfizer or Moderna, or two or more weeks after receiving the one shot of Johnson & Johnson. The updated interim guidance states that fully vaccinated people can participate
in outdoor recreation, small outdoor gatherings, and dining at an outdoor restaurant without wearing a mask. CDC still
recommends wearing a mask at crowded outdoor events and in indoor public spaces. The chart below provides some
guidance for unvaccinated and vaccinated people.

Vaccinated people may remove their masks when visiting indoors with other vaccinated people and when visiting in2016 Pow Wow
doors with a few unvaccinated individuals who
are
notWow
high-risk for COVID-19.
2018
Pow
Finding Credible Covid Vaccine Information
Before considering Covid vaccine information on the
Internet, check that the information comes from a
credible source and is updated on a regular basis.
CDC’s vaccines and immunization web content is researched, written and approved by subject matter
experts, including physicians, researchers, epidemiologists, and analysts. Content is based on peerreviewed science. CDC leadership makes the final decision on the words, images and links to best serve
the information needs of the public as well as
healthcare providers, public health professionals,
partners, educators, and researchers. Science and
public health data are frequently updated. Most pages are reviewed yearly.
Covid vaccine websites for other states, locations and
times are found at the following links. If you are reading
this with hard copy you may want to have a family member to help you finding the times and places to go get
your vaccine.

SC

DHEC https://scdhec.gov/covid19
Ga. DPH Covid https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-vaccine
NC. DPH Covid https://myspot.nc.gov/map-view
TN. https://covid19.tn.gov
AL. https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/covid19vaccine/
index.html

Connect: www.scdhec.gov Facebook Twitter

You Shop and Amazon Donates.
Hey all you Amazon Shoppers?
You can support PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC by
clicking on this link to shop at Amazon.com Register Piedmont American Indian Association SC inc. as your charity
and just shop as you normally would. For any qualified
purchases the tribe will receive .5% of everything that you
purchase. This is an easy way to help support your tribe at
no cost to you.

Special thanks to Brad Mathews and his assistant Kimberly Stutts for their continued help
with our newsletter.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0791346

751 Campground Rd, Gilbert, SC 29054

(803) 892-8367
Tribal Member Owned Business

We especially want to say thank you to the above businesses who help us in every way.

Please use the form below when submitting your tribal fees or donations to the tribe. Thank you for your help.
Date

Tribal members name (s)

Roll #

Yearly Fee

Well Fund

Memorial fund

Total Amount
Please send to PAIA LE Cherokee Nation, P.O. Box 3988, Irmo, SC 29063 along with your fees or donations.

Other Donations

