
CROSSWINDS 

PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation 

O siyo, I hope everyone is doing well.  This 

year is going by so fast. It’s almost Pow 

Wow time.  I would like to thank everyone who 

always works so hard to make things happen for our 

Tribe.  We could not grow and start to thrive again with-

out you.  We have a lot of people asking how they can 

help.  One very important way is to pay your dues on 

time.  If you are behind on your dues, catch up.  Another 

way is donations.  It takes more than just dues to maintain 

the Tribal Grounds, buildings, utilities, etc.  You can al-

ways help by making crafts.  Come to our work days once 

a month and join a committee.   

 This is your Tribe, be a part of it.  When you joined the 

tribe, you put on your application what you were going to 

do to help.  Are you doing your part?  We need grant writ-

ers.  If you are willing to do that, please call me. 

We are still moving forward.  We have been working on 

getting funding for a new well since 2017.  We finally re-

ceived a grant in 2021 to fund our well project.  It will be 

ready to use soon.  We have also just received a grant 

from Laurens County for a storage building and to reno-

vate the old shop in the Long House and put in a restroom 

as well as the craft store there.  We are currently trying to 

find a grant for $500,000.00 for a new Tribal Office build-

ing. 

We would like to see every member of our Tribe come to 

the Pow Wow.  It would be great to have a big showing 

walking in the dance circle.  This would show the public 

that we are still here.  If you have any questions, con-

cerns, complaints or would like to ask a question, feel free 

to call me at 864-906-5111 or email me at 

dsharplsc@gmail.com.  As always be safe and I hope to 

see you soon 

Vice Chief, Dexter Sharp 

TOHIDU (Peace of mind and heart) 

Any change of your address, email address, or phone number please contact us to let us know of the change as soon as possible by calling                

864-871-9058 (chief)  864-906-5111 (v. chief) or 864-683-1421 (tribal office) If you have an email  address that we may send the newsletter to , 

our tribe will save almost $4.00/person per quarter.  Contact Chief Worthy @ worthymarylouise@gmail.com. 

SPRING 2022 

3688 Warrior Creek Church Road, Gray Court, SC 29645 

Chief’s Corner  

I n 2017 First Chief Gene Norris hired a well driller to 
drill a new well on tribal grounds to provide us with 

fresh water.  Everyone was confident that it would suc-
cessfully replace the old contaminated well. After a day 
of drilling, there was only the dust from the well shaft 
and little to show for the effort.  Chief Norris passed May 
18, 2017, thinking that we were close to getting fresh 
potable water for the tribal grounds and could dispose of 
the old well that had been there for so long.   Unfortu-
nately, that has not been the success that we had hoped 
for. We have labored seeking all avenues of succeeding 
in this difficult challenge.  Vice Chief Sharp was almost 
obsessed with the task of finding county, state and city 
water sources but finding out the government route 
would be unaffordable and few grants would bring in the 
necessary funds.  Vice Chief’s efforts to get other govern-
ment resources seemed promising but so often the reali-
ty was more of a dream.  Finally, last year V. Chief Sharp 
connected with Margaret Martens who helped us to se-
cure the necessary grant and contacts to make the 
dream possible. Working with Hydro Finders and other 
groups specializing in hydrology to find the most logical 
place to drill, the project was finally started.    

After drilling 600 feet, there was no water. Vice Chief 
instructed the driller to go to 700 feet. That direction 
certainly paid off.  The well is now almost ready to be 
plumbed and piped to the Long House where a new 
bathroom facility will be installed in the next few 
months.    

It’s been a very long process but thanks to Vice Chief 
Sharp and others in the RSWS, we will soon have the wa-
ter and bathroom facilities that we need.    

Thank you to Vice Chief and all of those that played such 
an important part in bringing the new well and potable 
water into fruition.  

mailto:dsharplsc@gmail.com
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Chief Mary Louise Wolf Woman Worthy 

Vice Chief Dexter Yellow Hawk Sharp 

Tribal Council  

Gene News Carrier Durham 

Scott Red Otter Gephart 

Tommy War Dog Sanders 

Kimberly Night Bird Lance 

Jeff Shadow Wolf Norwood 

Museum : Victoria Yellow Rose Norris  

Craft store:  Beckie  Morning Sun Sharp and  

     Kimberly Night Bird Lance 

Red Shirt Warrior Society:  

     Mark Two Blades Williams 

Elders Council: Patsy Dancing Wolf Durham  

Warrior Creek Young Cherokees:  

                      Kimberly Night Bird Lance 

www.paialecherokeenationsc.com 

Piedmont American Indian Association is a 501(c)(3) non 

profit organization and is proudly affiliated with the       

following. 

 

Indigenous Women’s  

Alliance of SC 

H ello. As YOUR Tribal Fire Keeper it is im-

portant to me to do as many Fires as 

possible and help  others know that we Cherokee are a 

Tribe that is willing to help others when we can. So...I have 

been busy doing that. I conducted the Sacred Fire for Chief 

Nelson's first Pow Wow. He has taken over The Eastern 

Cherokee, Southern Iroquois Tribe. It was an outstanding 

Pow Wow. I also conducted the Sacred Fire for Chief Parr 

and the Pee Dee Indian Tribe. It too was good. I have been 

to The Waccamaw People as well working along with their 

Fire Keeper. This is how Fire Keepers stay in practice. Train-

ing is a seven year process. Being around other Fire Keep-

ers  is how we hone our craft.  

I asked a while back if our members would like for me to 

start conducting the Fires for the Solstice and Equinox but 

got a ZERO (0) response. So I'm asking one more time and 

that's all. Would you like to have these fires done at YOUR 

grounds where you can be a part of them? I need at least 

four (4) volunteers at each fire. The first one is at sunrise. 

Then one about noon and the last one at the closing, 

around 5 pm. I must have these people at EACH fire. There 

are four (4) each year. Not a big commitment. I am also 

looking for an apprentice to train. You can only be trained 

as a Fire Keeper from another Fire Keeper.  No one else can 

do it. Chiefs don't know and Tribal Council does not know 

these things we hold secret. It is a BIG commitment and 

will take a special young person either male OR female. If a 

female, a parent must be willing to stay with us until they 

trust the situation. Just wanted to put that in place now.  

Learn, Teach and help each other. 

A'Ho 

 

Flames Of Thoughts From The Fire 

Mark Two Blades Williams 



TRIBAL NEWS 
VICTORIA YELLOW ROSE NORRIS  

BASKETFULL OF KNOWLEDGE MUSEUM-  VICTORIA YELLOW ROSE NORRIS 

T he animal world taught the Indigenous Peoples how to live close to the earth. The bond between the 
animal world and the Native Peoples created a respect for all who follow the traditional way. 

Based on this interconnective relationship between animals and humans, the Indigenous Peoples were care-
ful and respectful of the natural lifecycles of the animals with whom they shared Mother Earth; they made 
efforts to never over-fish, over-hunt or over-harvest. They only hunted, fished, and collected what was need-

ed for their families, tribes, or clans. Every part of the animal was used; and in many tribes there were resulting celebrations and 
rituals of appreciation. There was no depletion of species due to over-use...this came with the Europeans; and a notable exam-
ple is the unfortunate fate of the bison.  

 



PAIA Rewind …  Victoria Yellow Rose Norris 

May 18, 2017, five years ago, the first Chief of the PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation of South 
Carolina crossed over to meet the Creator. His involvement with the PAIALECNSC spanned 34 
years. He was an original member of the PAIA and became Chief of the PAIALECNSC in 1995. 
Chief Howard White Bull Norris worked tirelessly to make life better for all Indigenous People of 
this state; he was instrumental in laws allowing Native People of this state to use and sell wild tur-
key feathers in their crafts, and for tribal Chiefs to officiate at the marriage of their people. Chief 

Norris organized our first pow wow in 2007, bringing Native people together from all over the southeast. After partic-
ipating in the Waccamaw Kids’ Days, he began our own Kids’ Days in 2009. Students from all over the Upstate came 
to our tribal grounds and learned Cherokee history and culture from our own tribal members. To make the educa-
tional experience more real and interactive, Chief Norris and tribal members built our Living Village. He initiated clas-
ses to teach our members their traditions, and to make handmade crafts to sell in our craft store. He brought in Na-
tive professionals to teach drumming to our members. To get more participation in tribal affairs, he added an Elders 
Council to advise our tribal council; along with War Chief Eddy Two Hearts Worthy, the Red Shirts Warrior Society 
was founded; along with Chief Mary Louise Wolf Woman Worthy he guided the Women of the Spirit; and to keep our 
young members involved in their heritage, he created the Young Cherokees. 
Chief Norris served on many boards and commissions which helped accomplish much for Native People throughout 
the state, but mainly through the South Carolina Indian Affairs Commission and the South Carolina Indian Develop-
ment Council.  
Chief Norris would always say, “I put the Creator first…. I couldn’t do it without our tribal members and Native fami-
ly.”  Chief Howard White Bull Norris was a visionary, a motivator, a teacher, a leader! 
 

June 19, 2015, seven years ago, our tribe gained tribal recognition in the state of South Carolina. We began recog-
nition as an Indian Group in 2006, but we didn’t stop there. After 9 more years, with the help of our Matriarchs, Lilli-
an Basket Weaver Bryant Eller and Mary Gentle Wolf Crowe England, our tribe reached State Recognition as Tribe. 
With the ups and downs in those years, Chief Norris would not give up…his dream for his people was eventually 
achieved. 



W OW! Here we are at the end of May already and so much is going on. We have Tribal Workdays the 
second Saturday of every month. So, its May and the grass is growing and  needs cutting. At YOUR 

Tribal grounds there is over 1,800 feet of fence line, 96 posts and many buildings and other things that must be 
dealt with using a weedeater.  There is an estimated 6 acres of grass to be cut and road trash to be picked up PRIOR 
to cutting. When you come to your grounds it always looks nice doesn't it? YES! It does not grow that way. It is 
maintained by a very few people who (unfortunately) are aging. We need help.  

You joined this tribe to become a part of something great. Are you doing your part? Are you making a difference for 
YOUR tribe? Do you know WHY you joined? We have the applications if you would like us to read back to you what 
you put down under what you can do for the tribe. I don't think many are keeping their end of this agreement. So 
let's knock out some excuses here. “Well, I have a job!” Yeah, me too and I'm on call also. “I have to keep my kids on 
Saturday!” GOOD! Bring them. We want to start them early  being ACTIVE members. They can get with our Gift 
Shop manager  and learn how to make bracelets and necklaces for the craft store. They can be proud of what 
they have learned and in the fact they are helping the tribe support itself. It is a family friendly place even on work-
days. I try to keep drinks and chips here. You bring your lunch and enjoy tribal drinks and chips. No bad language 
and no attitude. We have fun. We always do.  

Please step up and do your part to support the tribe YOU joined. You are Cherokee and stepping up to help OTHERS 
is what we DO! If you are sitting down and an Elder is standing, do you just sit there? NO! You get up and gladly give 
them your seat because that is the right thing to do. Cherokees have ALWAYS had a HIGHER level of respect to-
wards others. We have come a long and hard road. We are moving ahead with projects that will make things even 
better. Come out and help. Be a REAL part of YOUR tribe. 

A'Ho 

 

News Outside Our Tribe- Victoria Yellow Rose Norris 

V ice Chief Cheryl Sievers-Cail of the Waccamaw Indian People and Chair of the Idle No More Committee of the 
South Carolina Indian Affairs Commission*, was seated on the National PFAS Coalition. Her work in 2021 led to 

many victories in the fight against PFAS. PFAS, or polyfluoroalkyl substances, are a large group of man-made toxic chemicals. In 
recent years, some PFAS chemicals have been found at high levels in drinking water systems around the world. 

She worked to instigate PFAS legislature in South Carolina as well.  

Cheryl also conducted the first Riverkeeper Roundtable with the Catawba and intends to continue the Roundtables with individu-
al South Carolina Riverkeepers and tribes.  

The Idle No More Committee's scope of work concentrates in the areas of protection of the environment, especially that which 
impacts Native Americans in South Carolina, Land Acknowledgement/ Reclamation, Repatriation of Native American artifacts and 
human remains, preservation of Sacred Sites, and Riverkeeper Liaison.  

*PAIALECNSC is a member of the South Carolina Indian Affairs Commission.  

O ur craft store is doing very well. Thanks to those who continue to make and donate beautiful native inspired 
crafts. You know who you are. We went to Chief Nelson's Pow Wow across from Hagood Mill and took the craft 

store. We made a nice amount of money for the Tribe. Participated in the Issaqeena Festival May 21 with our handmade crafts 
and story telling. It was a wonderful time. If you are artistic and creative, please feel free to make and send crafts to the Tribal 
grounds.   You can get reimbursed for materials with a receipt.   Have a wonderful Summer. Morning Sun. 

CRAFT STORE, BECKIE MORNING SUN SHARP   

WAR CHIEF—MARK TWO BLADES WILLIAMS 



WOS– WOMEN OF THE SPIRIT 

NOTHING TO REPORT 

THE YOUNG CHEROKEES  KIMBERLY NIGHT BIRD LANCE 

 NOTHING TO REPORT 

Everything is set for the 2022 Pow Wow to be held on September 24 2022.  We are hoping that this will be 

the biggest and best pow wow that we have ever hosted.   

POW WOW -- SCOTT RED OTTER GEPHART     

Elders Council—Patsy Durham For a long time now I have been slowing down physically. No, I have come to 
a tire sliding brake ,screeching halt. I put myself in reverse and started backing up. The world is in a mess and I 

have tried to hide from it. It didn't work. We can't hide from life.  

I'm 73 and my husband is 74. We've been married 55 years. We've raised 4 children. During that time we worked 
public jobs and pastored churches for 55 years. He still works but my health won't allow me to. We've lived through many good 
and bad times, including times of grief. We are not alone. Most of you have seen your share of the same things. That's when we 
reach out to God, to family and friends for help and support. We all need each other. Our ancestors helped and supported each 
other and we can be an example to those coming after us as well. There are a lot of people we know who can use a smile  or en-
couraging words. They're only a phone call away. Reach out to someone. You'll find it helps you too. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Elders gathering on June 11th at 1 pm. You may reach me at pdgreema@yahoo.com.  

EASTERN CHEROKEE SOUTHERN IROQUOIS 

POW WOW at Hagood Mill in Six Mile, SC 

mailto:pdgreema@yahoo.com


Home Waters 

 

Downhill from the ancient Cherokee 

trading path stands the towering grove 

where time has no consequence. 

There the trickle finds union in the creek, 

and the Roaring Waters begin their infancy. 

 

Raised on dark clouds and tributaries, 

they become fluent in the  

language of clattering stones, 

strengthening with the inevitability of gravity 

until the final gradient quells their fury 

and they find rest within the tidal marshes; 

their aquatic voices silenced by the crashing sea. 

 

© Perrah Yarborough (River Turtle) 

From: Gentle Whisper of Chaos: New and Selected Works 
(2022). 

 

Cherokee Word for Water,  AMA 



TRIBAL COUNCIL 5/28, 8/27, 10/22 

TRIBAL WORK DAY 6/11, 7/9 8/13 

   9/10, 10/8, 11/11, 12/10 

KIDS CAMP  TBA 

 

ELDERS GATHERING  06/11 

POW WOW   09/24 

KIDS DAYS FALL  TBA 

CHRISTMAS GATHERING TBA 

 

Gene Spoone, Health issues 

Fred McDowell on dialysis and on a kidney trans-
plant list. 

Jean Vinson, Kidney Cancer (daughter of former 
elder) 

Lillian Eller, in hospital 

Don Jarnigan, Health Issues 

Those suffering from Covid and other diseases. 

PRAYERS  

 

Barbara, Raven Sanders  is in the 
hospital with a severe infection. 
We have been advised that she 
had surgery this past Friday how-
ever we don’t have any other in-
formation.  Please keep Raven in 
your prayers. 



If you have an event you want  published in the newsletter, send it to the tribal office @ PAIALECNSC P.O. Box 3988, Irmo, SC 29063 or email 

it to sandert@sc.rr.com. Let us know what’s happening in your world so that we can share the news with   other tribal members. Remember 

this newsletter is YOUR news! 



Date Tribal members name (s) Roll # Yearly Fee Well Fund Memorial fund Other Donations 

              

              

              

              

              

              

     Total Amount   

Please send  to PAIA LE Cherokee Nation, SC P.O. Box 3988, Irmo, SC 29063 along with your fees or donations 

Please use the form below when submitting your tribal fees or donations to the tribe.  This will help us get it to the correct account. 

Thank you for your help. 

You Shop and Amazon Donates. 

Hey all you Amazon Shoppers? 

You can support PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC 

by clicking on this link to shop at Amazon.com  Register 

Piedmont American Indian Association SC Inc. as your 

charity and just shop as you normally would.  For any 

qualified purchases the tribe will receive .5% of everything 

that you purchase.  This is an easy way to help support 

your tribe at no cost to you. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0791346  

 

Special thanks to Brad Mathews and his 

assistant Kimberly Stutts for their contin-

ued help with our newsletter. 

751 Campground Rd, Gilbert, SC 29054  

(803) 892-8367  

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0791346
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=2HR4W9TQR9KC5&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020091901295070c6ee74d6124707aeb3fb54cb20p0na&R=30ONSSFND5ITE&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F57-0791346%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=PTKOWEJZOARV5RICKJWAAUGVHQCA&re
https://www.google.com/search?q=temple+heating+and+air+gilbert+sc&oq=temple+heating+and+air&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l5.11124j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

