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CHIEF’S CORNER

Osiyo,
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE! Hoping this
New Year brings all of your wants and needs along
with much happiness! 2019 was a busy year for the tribe with
meetings throughout the state. Many of us attended different
Pow Wows . I was either on the road or in the air!!
I spoke at several events the last few months and wish to thank
all the organizations that invited me to speak on behalf of the
Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC .
One of most interesting events that I spoke at was in October at
The Piedmont Chapter of the Daughters of American Colonist.
This is a different organization than The Daughters of the American Revolution .
On February 8th, a few members and I attended the 3rd Annual
Indigenous Women’s Conference sponsored by the Indigenous
Women’s Alliance of South Carolina. The guest speaker was,
Teresa Lynch Chrapkiewicz, the First Native American Woman
Pilot (US Air Force/Navajo). She was a great down to earth
speaker and I enjoyed listening to her stories. Two of our tribal
members recently crossed over, Stonewolf Moore, one of our
Tennessee members, and, Jonelle Caudill of Spartanburg, SC.
We send our condolences to their families.
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Many of our members are experiencing hard times, including
myself. We ask the Creator to watch over us and see us through
these tough times.
We have a new member, Alice Mae Lazurek, born December 10,
2019, daughter of Rebekah Lazurek and first grandchild for
Stacey Sparks-Lazurek . Her grandmother named her “ Snowbird.“ We send our best wishes to Rebekah and Stacey. Stacey’s
son, J.P. Lazurek, just finished his Basic in the Navy and is stationed in Connecticut for the moment.
Wado

Ms. Effie Altman, Chief Worthy and DeeDee Crump at the
3rd annual Indigenous Women's Alliance of SC.

ber of spaces on the form, but we were told to write all
over the form, down the sides if necessary, bottom, in cirthe Census form in a way that will be consistent
with all tribal members. Chief Worthy has been in cles where ever. The form will be read and the exact name
touch with the Census Bureau who recommends you put down will be put into the computer. And please
the following.
make sure that Person #1 is the American Indian so

ENSUS 2020—It is important that we complete

Everyone must use the exact name of the tribe. That is
Piedmont American Indian Association-Lower Eastern
Cherokee Nation of South Carolina.

that the household can be counted as an American
Indian household. Remember: The Census Questionnaire is Self-Identifying, whatever you put down is
what you are.

The Census Questionnaire can be completed online, by telephone or on paper. The difference is that online, you will Elizabeth C. Jacobs, Tribal Partnership Specialist, Atlanta Rehave about 200 blanks to fill in the exact name of our tribe. gional office
On the telephone, whoever you talk with will fill in whatev- ( See additional information about the cesnsu on Page 7)
er name you wish to use. On paper there is a limited num-

Any change of your address, email address, phone number please contact us to let us know of the change as soon as possible by calling
864-967-2713 or 864-683-1421 (tribal office) If you have email the tribe will save almost $4.00/person per quarter.
Contact Chief Worthy @ worthymarylouise@gmail.com
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2020 is here. There is a lot to be done to continue
our First Chief Gene Norris’ dreams. One thing we
need is membership participation. After years in
this Tribe, there are still so many members I’ve never seen. I realize some are elderly, some are in bad health, while
others live far away. I also know some members for whatever reason, are not active in our Tribe. Life gets in the way. You all joined
for various reasons. What was that reason? Are you doing your part
to make sure your family’s history will continue to be known through
your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren? I think some
of you would like to attend tribal events but may need to have a
friend or family member bring you.
It would be great to have all of our members at the 2020 Pow
Wow, join the dance circle and let people see that the Cherokee are
here and united. I’m asking you to please make an effort to attend
some Tribal Council meetings, events, and/or our Pow Wow. These
events are in the newsletter calendar . We also need you to please
pay your $15.00 annual contribution as this helps to pay our bills.
That comes to only $1.25 a month. We are also in need of donations
to our Building Fund. We are working on getting public water or a
new well on our property. We have other financial needs as well,
such as a new building to house our office, craft store meetings and
gatherings. If you can and would like to donate, please state on your
check if it is for the building and water fund.
If you haven’t been here in a while, consider this as your personal
invitation to come see the changes in your tribal grounds. We now
have more land, which was generously donated to us, some upgrades in the Long House, dance circle, Living Village and ongoing
work on our Museum. Your tribe needs your help, your knowledge
and any information you can share on your family history.
Our Tribal grounds came to be through donations given by members. Please think about this. If every Tribal Member donated just
$25.00, we could very possibly get water on our property. This, in
turn, could help the Tribe move forward quickly.
If you have any questions or concerns, about your Tribe, please
contact me or Chief Worthy. My Email address is
dsharplsc@gmail.com. My number is 864-906-5111. Please call and
let’s discuss why you originally joined this Tribe, and why you’ve
become inactive.
WADO,

OTHER TRIBAL NEWS
Education News- For tribal members looking to get their GED, there is funding for
testing from the SC Indian Development
Council. It is uber important, if you expect
to make good money and advance in opportunities, that you have at least a high school
diploma or GED!
One member said this about getting his GED:
“I went from one low paying job to another job... I was
miserable. Chief Norris sat me down and said point
blank, “‘Do you want to be something, get your education!’” He helped me get signed up for the GED program.
Since then, I got a good job that I like and can move up.
Thanks, Chief Norris, for being honest with me.”
Is a GED the same as high school diploma? The technical definition is General Educational Development
though many say its Graduate Equivalency Degree. Basically, a GED is a series of tests used to show if you
have a high school level education or not. ... Studies
say 96% of employers accept a GED as being equal to
a diploma. Go to ged.com for answers to questions on
GED testing.
Also any tribal member who is interested in attending a
community college, technical college or university, there
is tuition and/or books assistance available for those who
qualify: these grants are need-based. This funding is
through S.C. Indian Development Council for those living
in SC; members not living in SC are assisted through
other state agencies specified through SCIDI. There is
also the South Carolina Native American Indian Educational Resource Guide compiled by the S.C. Commission for Minority Affairs, which lists scholarship and
grant opportunities for tuition assistance. Email gvnorris@charter.net; you will be emailed the PDF file.
There is funding through SC Works (WIOA Program). Go
to the web site SCworks.org and find a location near
you; call the number and find out when they are having
an orientation meeting.Contact Victoria Norris at gvnorris@charter.net for more information on educational opportunities.

Teaching Clan - Chief Howard White Bull Kids’
Days’ Fall Program ended on November 22nd as a
huge success...successful for the students of many Upstate Schools who saw and heard Cherokee and Native
American History; for the presenters and volunteers who
got to teach their heritage; and for the tribal coffers because this program is the chief fundraiser! We had all
scheduled days, only one day had to be rescheduled
because of rain....Yahoo! Twelve schools from all over
the Upstate participated in our program.... almost 1400
students. Our Spring program dates are March 20th,
April 3rd and 24th with rain dates the Fridays following
the scheduled date. I want to thank all our presenters
and volunteers; Chief Worthy, retelling Cherokee and
PAIA history; Deborah Pope and Melanie Riddle, explaining animal tanning; Chief Gill and Patsy Durham,
teaching the home life of the Cherokees; Mark Williams,
describing the significance of the canoe and sacred fire;
Vice Chief Sharp, demonstrating hunting tools; Black
Hawk, teaching the Cherokee language; Billy Fulcher,
demonstrating pottery making and flint knapping; Jesse
Liggett, explaining the Cherokee directions and colors;
Beckie Sharp, Kimberly Lance, Carla Hanley, Lois Fulcher, and Ann Tiller, selling our crafts; Gene Durham
helped me move students from station to station. Gene
and Jesse were instrumental in parking the buses and
cars.
Our First Chief started this program in 2009 after participating in the Waccamaw’s Kids’ Days for a few years. He
brought the idea back to our tribe because he always felt
the school students were not being taught the real and
complete history of the First Peoples. First Chief, with his
extensive knowledge of the history and culture of his
people, and I, with my years in the classroom, fine-tuned
this program over the years. We based this program on
the 3rd and 4th grade social studies standards for teaching Native American history. However, the standards for
3rd and 4th grades are changing next school year. I will
be working with a third and a fourth grade teacher to see
how we can rework our program to meet their curriculum
needs. Victoria Yellow Rose Norris

Tribal Christmas Gathering with
tribal brothers from Tenn., NC.
and SC. Lots of fun and a delicious meal.

BASKET FULL OF KNOWLEDGE

O

ur museum had its beginnings back in
2001 when we were located on SC 14
in Barksdale. First Chief Norris and
Jerry Strong Beaver McMurtury set aside a
small room off the main area and painted murals of a Cherokee village on the walls. Our kids’ camp,
Strong Beaver Kids’ Camp, is named after Jerry. He was
an accomplished illustrator and painter of Native people
and animals in the wild. We have some of his illustrations and paintings in the tribal house. He used to paint
faces at all the festivals that we participated in and at our
early kids’ camps. And we are all familiar with our First
Chief as an illustrator and painter of Native people and
their culture, and a superb craftsman, teaching most of
our members how to make medicine bags, dream catchers, regalia, arrows, tomahawks, and other items for our

craft store. So they teamed up to turn a drab storage
room in our office on SC-14 into a step back into our first
inhabitants’ history. The following pictures show the
walls being transformed into living areas pre-Europeans.
They built shelves out of river cane and tables using traditional woods. Displayed were early artifacts, utensils
and tools, baskets, pottery; some of the items were crafted by our own members. These items are now located in
our museum room in the tribal house.
Our first museum was always open to our tribal members and open to visitors from time to time. First Chief
loved giving the “grand tour.” It was the predecessor to
his dream of a full-blown Museum of the Cherokee People run by Cherokee People.
Next newsletter I will start highlighting some of our museum items. Victoria Yellow Rose Norris

Murals painted by Jerry “Strong Beaver” McMurtury in the First PAIA tribal house off of SC 14 in Barksdale, SC.

Flames Of Thoughts From The Fire
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t was a good year for the tribe
and myself as your Tribal Fire
Keeper. I had the honor of hosting
several fires including the following
events: The Women Of The Eastern
Drum Gathering; Equinox and Solstice at the Waccamaw tribal
grounds; the Pee Dee Indian Gathering; the Native American Celebration at Haygood Mill in Pickens, SC;
and OUR Pow Wow here at our tribal grounds. I also
performed Smudging ceremonies at these events and
at the First annual “Unity Day" celebration at McEntire
National Guard Air Base. Chief Worthy, Vice Chief
Sharp, his wife "Morning Sun" and I were invited, with
the Waccamaw People, to represent the Native Americans. I smudged the Waccamaw Drum Team before
they played. I also smudged Vice Chief Sharp and myself before we played and sang to the crowd. It was a
good event. Vice Chief Sharp and I have also been to
other Pow Wows lending a helping hand in set-up, honor guard and other things needed. It is my thought that
we are to help whenever we can. We do these things to
help people and to keep our tribe fresh in the minds of

others. The Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation Of SC is
known as a Leader in the Indian world. We are known
as a helpful tribe. It is an honor to be part of such a
GREAT tribe. I cannot understand why more members
do not come out and support the tribe THEY JOINED!
Why would you not want to be active in such a great
tribe? YOUR TRIBE! Your tribe needs you to attend our
events: the Elders Gathering, Pow Wow and Christmas
dinner. These are for YOU, the members. There have
been changes in recent times: Chief, Vice Chief, council, attitudes, land and buildings. A lot of work has been
going on and so much has been improved. Come out! I
have not met many of you and you have not met me
either. Come out. Let me put a face to the name. The
Creator has put us here in this time and place for a reason. We don't know what it is but, what I do know is, He
wants us to be happy. We have the best time when we
are here together at the tribal grounds. Laughing and
joking. Talking, learning and eating. Join in and have
fun as it should be.
Learn, Teach and help others
Mark Two Blades, Tribal FireKeeper

RSWS—Another year has come and gone and I hope everyone had a good year. As we head into 2020, it is my
hope that more of our Tribal brothers and sisters will join us in working at the tribal grounds and working with our groups to
move OUR tribe forward in a positive direction. It does not cost anything extra other than some time and the love for YOUR
tribe. We worked hard last year and the grounds and buildings look great. However, the Living Village needs work; and with the Kids
Day Program start-up just around the corner, we need more help than just Red Shirt Warriors. The RSW carry the bulk of the work as
most of it is grounds or building related. But like most, we have jobs too. Our tribal rolls are open and we will soon be advertising in
the local media around Laurens. We are looking to add members to our rolls. I feel it would help if they are local to the tribal grounds.
We have great fun each time we get together at the grounds. I don't understand why more members do not come to the events like
our Pow Wow, Elders Gathering and Christmas dinner. What great times we have at each event. The tribe has grown in spirit and
matured in nature. We have gone out to other's events raising the awareness of others about OUR tribe. We have worked on our
"rough edges" and have mellowed with age. So if you had your feelings hurt by someone PLEASE give us another chance. If you
want to make changes, then coming to events, meetings and voting is the way to do this. The Red Shirt Warriors (RSW) typically
meet the second Saturday of each month. We are looking for new RSWs to join us as we move into 2020. It's going to be a great
year.
Learn, Teach and Help each other. War Chief, Mark Two Blades
CRAFT STORE, BECKIE MORNING SUN SHARP —The Craft Store is gearing up for Spring Kids’

Days. We are scheduled for one in March and 2 in April. If you have any native crafts to contribute,
please let us know. We had a craft day on the 8th of February. IT went well until it began to snow, which
cut our day short. Fun though. We have February the 22nd scheduled for our next Craft Day. Please join us
at the Tribal Grounds Long House at 10:00 am. Much Thanks
WOS- MELANIE CREEPING FOX — 2020 schedule of meetings follows the RSW calendar unless otherwise
advised , if you are a WOS member and have not been contacted and still wish to be active please call me or
the office and leave your name and phone number. Thank you Creeping Fox 864-434-4707
POW WOW -- SCOTT GEPHART Hello everyone another year is gone and we start a new year.
We are now in the planning stages for our 2020 Pow-Wow on September 26th. We had a good PowWow last year but we can always get better with your help buy coming down and joining us and then giving
me your feedback on what you like to see at your Pow-Wow. We will have Dale Woodruff back this year if
you haven’t heard him you should come and listen. We are still working on the Drum Team, M.C. and Arena Director.
Our head man and head Lady Dancer this year is Karen and Larry Swearingen. I'm looking forward to seeing everyone this year at our Pow-Wow.
THE YOUNG CHEROKEES KIMBERLY LANCE—are looking forward to another great year of helping
our tribe where we are needed. We would love to see some our members joining in with our women of
the spirit and red shirt warriors during their meetings to help them with projects they are doing around our
tribal grounds. They meet the second Saturday of the month.
We are also in the process of planning a get together for all the young Cherokee at our tribal grounds. If you have any
ideas on things you would like for us to do at this get together or at any time please let me know. Looking forward to
seeing you soon.
ELDERS COUNCIL PATSY DURHAM— We are getting a good start on the New year. I recommend
you attend all the tribal council meetings you can do you can keep up with what's happening in our
tribe. We are to have seven people in the Elders Council. We lost one when Linda Hanley passed away. I
have asked the tribal council to choose a new person for our Elders council. Hopefully they can find someone soon. You can reach me at pdgreema@yahoo.com.

Tribal Council Feb 29, Mar 21, April 18, May 30, Aug. 22,
Oct. 24

Elders Gathering

June 27

Kids Days Fall
Pow Wow
Christmas Gathering

Oct. 2, 16, 30
Sep. 26
Dec 19

Craft Days Feb. 8,22
RSWS Jan 11, Feb 8, Mar 7, Apr 11, May 9, June 13,
Spring Kids Days Mar 20, Apr 3, 24,
Kids Camp June 1 or June 13 (tba)

NATIVE AMERICAN REPATRIATION

I

t was the year 2001 that Chief Norris first got involved with
the Native American Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects in possession of the University of South Carolina,
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology. These remains
and funerary objects were unearthed over the years when roads
and buildings were constructed or lakes dug.
Our First Chief Norris and Waccamaw Chief Buster Hatcher
teamed up to get these Remains released for a proper burial, a
sacred rite to tribes that believe souls cannot rest if separated
from the place where they lived, died, and were buried. They
appealed to the State legislators; but back then the tribes were
not recognized in this state, only the Catawbas were federallyrecognized. The federal law, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, only applied to federally-recognized
tribes; and the Catawbas were not going to get involved at that
time.
Our First Chief and Chief Hatcher brought their dilemma to the
public through a newspaper article, “State holds requested Indian
remains,” in the Greenville News, dated May 13, 2001. We have
the article in our scrapbook. The Chiefs detailed what they described “a callous disregard for Native Americans in the entire
state on every issue.” Our First Chief worked on the reburial of
these remains up to the Creator calling him Home. Chief Hatcher
never stopped fighting for rightful repatriation.
I felt called to get involved in this fight and help see First Chief’s
many years of working for proper reburial, so I joined forces with
Chief Hatcher to keep this issue alive and bring to fruition. I began calling Dr. Jonathan Leader, the South Carolina State Archaeologist, in 2018 to get the details on this matter and check
on the progress. He explained the many hurdles that have to be
jumped over the 25+ years the Remains have been in the care of
his department. Having to deal with federal tribes, the federal
law, and various federal agencies, have kept the progress at a
snail’s pace.

There was a meeting set up on October 12th (ironic that is Christopher Columbus Day) at the Catawba Reservation with all the
Chiefs, other Native leaders, and members of the Native American Advisory Board by the Commission for Minority Affairs. The
new Director of the CMA wanted to address the concerns of the
Native People of this State. I was informed that Dr. Leader would
be present and would give a report on the progress of reinterring
the Remains. I accompanied Chief Worthy as I wanted to speak
on this issue if needed. Dr. Leader and Chief Harris of the Catawba Nation announced that, upon agreement with the federal
tribes involved, the Remains would be repatriated in an old Catawba cemetery on the Catawba Reservation. My heart leaped
with joy! Now our First Chief could finally “rest;” another battle
won.
I asked Dr. Leader what the next steps were. He explained that it
could take another year or two to finalize the procedure. This is
the process (and you know how slow the federal government
works):
1. All human remains and funerary objects will be reinventoried by Dept. of Archaeology staff;
2. The Inventory with accompanying Information will be published in the Federal Register;
3. The Remains and funerary objects will be appropriately
boxed and labeled;
4. Required signatures from essential personnel will be acquired;
All pertinent information along with Remains are returned to Catawba Nation.
Dr. Leader, being a member of the Native American Advisory
Council, will have to give a report at the quarterly meetings. I will
attend the meetings if I can to see how things are going. You can
be sure that I, too, will not rest till the interment is complete; and
our ancestors are finally given the traditional honor and respect
denied for many years.
Victoria Yellow Rose Norris

If you have an event you want published in the newsletter, send it to the tribal office (3688 Warrior Creek Church Road, Gray Court, SC
29645), or email it to sandert@sc.rr.com. Let us know what’s happening in your world so that we can share the news with other tribal members. Remember this newsletter is YOUR news!

Additional Information on the Census 2020 from page 1 If someone visits you at home.
First, check to make sure that they have a valid ID badge, with their photograph, a U.S. Department of
Commerce watermark, and an expiration date.
It is important to know that the Census Bureau will not send unsolicited emails to request your participation in the 2020 Census. Further, during the 2020 Census, the Census Bureau will never ask for:

 Your Social Security number.
 Your bank account or credit card numbers.
 Money or donations.
In addition, the Census Bureau will not contact you on behalf of a political party.

A Special thank you to Oswald Lumber Company for the generous contribution of lumber for the fencing at our new property line.

If you have any interest in joining our tribe and meet the
requirements please let us know. If you would like to know
more about our tribe or join any of our work groups such as
The Red Shirt Warrior Society or the Women Of The Spirit
please contact us at one of the numbers included in the
newsletter. We would love to hear from you.

751 Campground Rd, Gilbert, SC 29054

(803) 892-8367
Tribal Member Owned Business

Tribal Member Owned Business

