
Any change of your address, email address, or phone number please contact us to let us know of the change as soon as possible by calling                
864-871-9058 (chief)  or 864-683-1421 (tribal office) If you have an email  address that we may send the newsletter to , our tribe will save almost 
$4.00/person per quarter.  Contact Chief Worthy @ worthymarylouise@gmail.com. 
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 Osiyo, 

I  hope that everyone is staying safe and distanc-
ing yourself during these trying times. The past 

several months have been rough on everyone world-
wide. Some people are having trouble with too much together-
ness and then some are enjoying their families again. I hope 
that no one in our tribal family is having any emotional prob-
lems, just remember WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER and THE 
CREATOR will get us through it. 

I have had some family illnesses and I have not been available to 
many of you lately and I do apologize. Nevertheless, as we all 
know, family comes first. My son has been in the hospital right 
at seven weeks now and will finally be coming home tomorrow.  
 
He is going to his daughter’s house and she will help him over 
the next few weeks. The doctors felt that I was a little too old to 
look after him since I have had two falls in the last six weeks, so 
my strength is not as good as it has been. 
 
I want to thank all of you for your understanding and for  

 
your prayers. The power of prayer is awesome and the Creator 
listens. 
 
Our tribal grounds will continue to be closed for activities, etc. 
and probably will remain closed until at least summer. We will 
keep you informed as to when we open back up. We did have a 
yard sale to raise money for our depleting treasury. We were 
not able to have our Pow Wow or any of our school programs 
due to the pandemic. These were our main sources of funds for 
running our tribe. 
 
Again, I apologize for not being around as much! I pray that this 
newsletter finds all of you well.  If you are having any problems, 
please do not hesitate to call or email us.  Maybe we can help, 
even if it is just to talk. Also hope that all of you answered your 
Census forms and sent them back in.  
 
May The Creator Walk By Your Sides! 
WaDo, Chief Worthy  

H i everyone. Hope all of you are doing well 
and staying safe.  This has been a tough year 

because of Covid 19.  Lots of people have lost 
jobs, including Tribal members.  We know of one 

tribal member, Bill Mays from Anderson S.C., that passed after 
contracting it.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family 
and friends.  If anyone else knows of a member who was lost 
due to this vicious virus, please let us know.  

 As all of you know,  life has changed for everyone including 
your Tribe.  Our Kids' Days were cancelled and so was our Pow 
Wow. Needless to say we had no income for most of 2020 for 
the Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation.  First Chief Norris was a 
strong leader and taught us to be strong and move forward.  
For the new members who did not know him, I'm sorry you 
didn't have that honor.  I feel very lucky to have known him as 
our tribal leader and learned much from him.  To improve our 
financial situation  the Red Shirt Warriors got together and had 
a yard sale.  This put about $1,600.00 in the bank.  We will be 
selling more at a flea market in the near future.  We had a lot 
of people help that day, including tribal members and friends 
of the Cherokees.  Working together was great.   

We have been busy trying to make repairs to the Living Village 
and getting ready for 2021.  We have applied for a few grants.  
This does not mean we will get them, but we are in the game. 
We have had some donations from members and you know 
who you are.  Thanks to all.  We have also had some donations 
from businesses and we  thank them as well.  We are talking 
with Laurens County about getting water, as well as companies 
that donate to 501(c)(3) non profits.  We are in touch with 
DHEC about a new building and have also been in contact with 
State and Federal politicians about helping.   

Last but not least, 2021 with Kids' Days and, hopefully, Pow 
Wow coming in September may put us  back on track.  You 
have over a year to get ready for the pow wow, so mark your 
calendar now to attend.  We will have honor dances and, hope-
fully, an honor song played while all of our members walk in 
the dance  circle to show that we care and are proud of our 
Tribe. 

Wado, 

Vice Chief, Dexter Sharp  
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Flames Of Thoughts From The Fire 

We are experiencing some very unusual times in 
our society today and it is my hope that everyone 
is healthy and happy.   

The Red Shirt Warriors and I have been working on 
the tribal grounds and have paid particular atten-
tion to the prayer circle located in front of the Long 

House.  The circle has four direction posts with rope encircling the 
area.  Beneath the circle there is a time capsule buried by First 
Chief Gene White Bull Norris who would explain to tribal members 
and guests the meaning of the four directions of prayer in the Cher-
okee culture.  He would also explain the colors that identify each 
direction.  Often during Kids Day, Jessie Medicine Bird will teach 
the students the significance of this feature.  Our culture identifies 
the Fire Keeper as the spiritual leader of the tribe. I talk to the Cre-
ator MANY times a day asking for guidance, vision and healing, al-
ways thanking HIM for his many blessings.  I wish to be a more spir-
itual person and I am working on that.  I wanted to restore the 
Prayer Circle to its original beauty once again.  I edged, weeded 
dug out the excess soil,  replaced the underlayment and the rock, 
then sealed the brick to bring out the color in them.  Once things 
return to normal and we begin to have our regular activities on the 
tribal grounds, please take a few moments to look at the prayer 
circle and say a prayer of thanks to the Creator for all that he had 
done for us.  We are a blessed tribe. 

Learn, teach and help each other. 
Mark Two Blades 

Prayers should begin from the East thanking Creator for the New 

day that was given to them, thanking Him for this New Day of life. 

The individual would then face the South and ask Creator to give 

them the energy of youth as they traveled through this day and to 

let the energy that He gave them give them the strength to walk 

the path that He had decided for that day.  The individual would 

then face the West and ask Creator that when it comes time for the 

day to end to give them rest; and if that time was the darkness of 

the unknown or deep sleep, then guide them while there.  Then 

they would face the North and ask that the day they were now 

about to walk in be with a pure heart, that their life that day would 

all be pure and under the guidance of Creator.  The individual 

would then face the East once more, lift up one more prayer for the 

new day then commence their new day. 



 

OTHER TRIBAL NEWS 

You Shop and Amazon Donates. 

Hey all you Amazon Shoppers? 

You can support PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC by 

clicking on this link to shop at Amazon.com  Register Pied-

mont American Indian Association SC inc. as your charity 

and just shop as you normally would.  For any qualified 

purchases the tribe will receive .5% of everything that you 

purchase.  This is an easy way to help support your tribe at 

no cost to you. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0791346  

 

Basketful of Knowledge Museum 

Victoria Yellow Rose Norris, Museum Committee Chair, gvnorris@outlook.com 

Use of Gourds 

T he shells of gourds were employed by the Native People 
for storage and carrying, as water jugs, dippers, spoons, 

and dishes, and for mixing bowls, pottery smoothers, rattles, 
sounders for the rasping stick, roof-drains, masks, parts of 
ornaments, and other purposes, while the flowers were used 
as food, coloring material, and in ceremonies. A number of 
species and varieties were commonly raised, producing fruit 
of different shapes and sizes, with necks of varying length and 
curve, or without necks. Gourds were sometimes shaped by 
pressure or bandaging while growing. Wild species were eat-
en green, or were used as medicine, but these were rarely 
made into utensils, while the larger and varied gourds 
adapted themselves more fully to Native needs. Aside from 
their use as domestic utensils they were extensively made 
into rattles. Gourd rattles for ceremonial use by various tribes 
were sometimes painted, burnt, or etched in symbolic de-
signs. Among the Iroquois, gourd rattles were the special sa-
cred objects of the medicine societies. The Cherokee, accord-
ing to Mooney, fastened hollow gourds to tops of long poles 
set up near their houses so that the black house-martin might 
build their nests in them and frighten away the crows.  

The Tradition of Gourds 

Gourds are important in the Cherokee culture. The Cherokee 
tribe recognized the many uses of gourds in days past and 
continue to have ceremonial use for gourds today. 

   

 

Gourd pitcher, bowl, and dipper made by tribal member, Barbara 

Little Feather Morris. 

Gourd with dippers 

made by First Chief Gene 

Norris.  

Rattle made by 
Chief Ralph Oxendine 
of the Sumter Brand 
of Cheraw Indians 

with beaded Rosette and  
beaded band. 

Large bowl with smaller paint-

ed bowl, painted by Parthinia 

Bush. 

Rattle and “Turtle Island” 
made and hand-painted by 
Chief Norris.(Private collec-
tion ) 

  

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0791346
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=2HR4W9TQR9KC5&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020091901295070c6ee74d6124707aeb3fb54cb20p0na&R=30ONSSFND5ITE&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F57-0791346%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=PTKOWEJZOARV5RICKJWAAUGVHQCA&re


OTHER TRIBAL NEWS 

Education News-  Teaching Clan-  Victoria Yellow Rose Norris 

W ith the present pandemic and the concern over our kids’ safety, the Fall Chief Howard White Bull Kids’ 
Days with the Cherokees has been cancelled. I am working on possible dates for the Spring program. In 

the meantime, I will continue to work with the new Social Studies Standards to fit our history and culture. 
Chief Gill, Black Hawk, Raven, and Carla Hanley have offered to help with integrating our program with the 
new standards. We are also discussing bringing back visits to the schools. Actually teaching school students 
about Native People started with our First Chief traveling to schools all over this state, North Carolina, and 
Virginia along with Earl Many Skins Carter. 

I will work with Chief Worthy and Jesse Liggett for a possible Spring camp out for String Beaver Kids’ Camp. 

PAIA Rewind….. 

A s the oldest member of the tribe (not necessarily in age but 
in membership in the PAIA), I am going to continue to in-

clude in our newsletters some stories of our past history. There 
are many new members and middle-age members (again not age-
wise, membership -wise) who don’t know the people and events 
that built our tribe…from a group of intertribal Natives to the 
state-recognized Cherokee Tribe! I am going to share my rec-
ollections of our early days in 1983 when it wasn’t cool to 
be Indian. I am going to pull writings from our newsletters 
that go back to 1987, and post newspaper stories con-
tained in our scrapbooks. In doing this, I am hoping to 
show where we started and how we got to where we are 
today. I want to highlight those Native people who wanted 
to share their heritage and weren’t afraid to make waves! 
I hope these articles will make you prouder of your 
tribe and how much we have progressed… and forev-
er grateful to our Creator for His Blessings… and the 
leadership of our First Chief, Howard White Bull Norris!  

Since we didn’t have our Pow Wow this year, the following 
writing comes from our Summer 2007 newsletter. First Chief Nor-
ris describes in Chief’s Corner our 1st Pow Wow, which took place 
on June 9, 2007.  

Pow Wow 2007 started out with the Grand Entry at 11:00 with 
the Chiefs, House of Representatives, Mayors, special guests and 
dignitaries from all over the state. Several tribes were represent-
ed: Waccamaw, Lumbee, Chippewa, Catawba, Beaver Creek, 
Lakota Sioux, Pee Dee, Edisto, and Mic Mac. Our Red Shirt Warri-
ors saluted us with their black powder muskets. Our Red Shirts 
remind us about the old days when our warriors painted their 
bodies with red and used the ashes to mark the black; these colors 
symbolized the colors of blood and war.  We enjoyed having Ric 
Bird, Eastern Band Cherokee, as our MC with the Bird Chopper 
Drum as our host drum. Ric always does a great job. Speaking 
Cherokee throughout the day added a bit of flavor, history and 
tradition to the festivities. What’s a Pow Wow without Fry Bread! 
The smell of it cooking in the background and served up as Indian 
Tacos or just eat it plain seemed to be a favorite of many during 
the day. Sam Parker does make good Fry Bread. James Smith and 
his family camped out and enjoyed a pot of deer meat stew 
cooked over an open fire in a hanging pot during the Pow Wow.  
The storytelling throughout the day by our friend Little Bear from 
the Catawba Nation with a combination of flute music from Two 
Moons helped us forget about the heat for a while. The dancing 
was great, starting out with posting our colors and a salute to our 
Veterans of all wars. We had several special dances: Eagle Dance  

 

and Hoop Dance. It’s always good to have these dances and pass 
them on to our children.   

I sure hope you had as much fun as I did! Everyone 
looked like they were enjoying themselves. The weather was a bit 
hot but at least it was not raining. We had a lot of our friends and 

family visiting with us… it was a beautiful day. We got 
excellent feedback, very positive remarks on our survey. 

Thanks to those of you who filled them out; it will help 
to know our weaknesses and strengths- what we need 

to improve on. It will help when we plan next year’s Pow 
Wow. 

I am very proud of the folks that jumped in there and 
made this Pow Wow a success. This is our Tribe, and we 

work together. That’s what makes us different from 
other folks. That’s what makes me proud to be your 
Chief. Thank you all for doing what you had to do. We 

are trying to educate the community as well as ourselves. We did 
a great job. A LITTLE (PATPATPAT) ON THE BACK FOR YOU. Thanks 
I needed that. 

      We will be doing a Pow Wow next year on June 14th, so plan on 
coming. We have one year to prepare what we know to do. We 
just need you to help out. It’s great to come and look but we really 
need workers. Come and work a couple of hours. This gives every-
one a chance to enjoy some of the Pow Wow.  If you didn’t or 
could not make it, you missed out on some fun and good prizes 
and prize money. If that’s not enough - you missed some good, 
cold watermelon Saturday night. 

 Blow Gun Contest - Brush up on your blow gun techniques for 
next year.  A very sharp 13 yr. old came mighty close to beating 
everyone. But congratulations go out to our friend Chief Louie 
Chavis, big prize money winner on the blow gun contest. 

  Watermelon contest went over big; some of the big kids got 
into the fun of it. It’s good to be able to put aside the problems of 
the day and just have some fun for a change. 

Pow Wow 2008 

 A lot of hard work goes into making a Pow Wow a success. Again, 
thanks to all of you who show up to work. We are already working 
on next year’s Pow Wow. If you have any suggestions let us hear 
from you. Suggestions are great, so when you make one make 
sure you are the first person in line to show us how your sugges-
tion will work. Wado, Chief Norris 



Education News- For tribal members looking to get their GED, there is funding for testing from the SC Indian Development 
Council.  

I s a GED the same as high school diploma? The technical definition is General Educational Development though many say its 
Graduate Equivalency Degree. Basically, a GED is a series of tests used to show if you have a high school level education or 

not. ... Studies say 96% of employers accept a GED as being equal to a diploma. Go to ged.com for answers to questions on 
GED testing. 

Also any tribal member who is interested in attending a community college, technical college or university, there is tuition 
and/or books assistance available for those who qualify: these grants are need-based. This funding is through S.C. Indian De-
velopment Council for those living in SC; members not living in SC are assisted through other state agencies specified through 
SCIDI. There is also the South Carolina Native American Indian Educational Resource Guide compiled by the S.C. Commission 
for Minority Affairs, which lists scholarship and grant opportunities for tuition assistance. Email gvnorris@outlook.com; you 
will be emailed the PDF file. 

There is funding through SC Works (WIOA Program). Go to the web site SCworks.org and find a location near you; call the 
number and find out when they are having an orientation meeting. 

Victoria Yellow Rose Norris 

Chief Howard White Bull Norris Living Village 

O n April 28, 2018, when I was still a council member, Chief Worthy and I made the motion “to name the living village 
after Chief Norris.” After all it was his idea; and with the tremendous help of the men and women of this tribe along 

with some good friends, it became a reality. The first grass house was created around 2007/2008 by putting together hand 
woven mats by Wanda Sky Longhair Murray who taught Chief Norris how to weave the broom straw. The winter home or 
sweat lodge was build by Red Shirt Warriors and friends in the winter of 2009... it was a day 
of work and fellowship. Our first canoe was dug out day after day by Chief Norris in 2012; 
and then launched in Lake Murray by him and Vice Chief Dexter Sharp. The sacred fire, taken 
care of by our Fire-keeper Two Blades, is located in the village. Several presentation stations 
have been added over the years for our Howard White Bull Kids’ Days with the Cherokees 
program.  

James Norris, our son, designed the sign which invites our visitors to pass through the village. 
It was printed by Mossburg Signs where James works. There was no cost to the tribe.  

This village, since it’s inception, has brought students and teachers from all over the Upstate, 
families visiting the tribal grounds, and our tribal members back into the time of the ancient 
Cherokees. Our tribal members continue to bring the story of the Cherokee People to life 
over the years to those who long to know more about this country’s first inhabitants.  

Lastly, the location of the sign with the grapevine behind is perfect...First Chief loved his 
grapevines! The Red Shirt Warriors did an awesome job making the grapevine the backdrop 
for the living village. Victoria Yellow Rose Norris  

mailto:gvnorris@outlook.com


Craft Store - Beckie Sharp—Needless to say 2020 has been a challenge.  I pray everyone is 
well.   We  were unable to open our Craft Store for Kids' Days or powwow  this year.  As a result, we lost 

revenue.  The Red Shirt Warrior Society had a yard sale on October 3rd and we had a smaller version of the Craft 
Store open.  We made a little from that sale.  I would like to thank everyone who helped with that day.  Also, we 

continue to get beautifully made crafts from our members.  We will be ready for a better next year.   

Pow Wow—Scott Gephart, —Hello everyone. I hope you have had a great summer spending time with your 
families. Fall is upon us and I'm already thinking of next year's powwow, which will be our 13th annual powwow . It 
will be on Saturday September 25th 2021. So save the date and get ready to come and visit us. We will also need 
volunteers to help with setup and tear down, help with sign-up booths and gate workers. If you're interested in 

helping you can contact me by email scottgephart166@comcast.net. I'm also working on our 1st annual powwow t-shirt design   
and hope to have them ready for our powwow 2021. I will continue to keep everyone updated on the t-shirt . 

Women of the Spirit - Melanie Creeping Fox  Hello. I hope everyone is well, and we are keeping the ones 
who are sick with any illness in our hopes and prayers.  Not much to report on since not much is being 

done. I do appreciate everyone who can still make crafts when they can.  And to the ones now faced with a lot of 
free time , how about  making crafts and sending them in to the tribe’s office so we can sell them in the craft store and online 
as well.  Thank you all who came out and helped or donated to the yard sale.  We had a nice crowd and it was a beautiful day. I 
was happy to see your faces and good job to the Red Shirt Warriors.  I hope to be seeing you all before 2021.  Enjoy your au-
tumn harvest and safe travels to you all until we meet again.  Thank you.  
 

O ur congratulations go out to our brother Rain Moore who has 
joined the board of directors of the American Eagle Foundation. 

Rain reports that after an hour long meeting and discussion, he agreed 
to take the post.  

Since the founding year of 1985, the AEF has never had a Native Ameri-
can to sit on the board of directors. Yesterday was history made! 

The future will also involve the education and progression of 
knowledge of these birds and their honors as viewed through the eyes 
of Native Americans.   

 

C ommunity Food Distribution has been made over the past few months with our other tribal leaders in South Carolina.  This pro-

gram was a part of the Farmers to Families program as they provided boxes of food to those who 

have been devastated by the Corona Virus.   Our thanks to the Pine Hill Indian Community for allowing us 

to work with them in this iniative.  Thanks also to V. Chief Dexter Yellow Hawk and Fire Keeper Mark Two 

Blades for making multiple trips to  Orangeburg county to pick up food week after week.  This has helped 

countless numbers of families during a very difficult time 

mailto:+scottgephart166@comcast.net.


Tribal Council    Oct. Tele. 24 

RSWS/WOS   CANCELLED  
Kids Camp    CANCELLED 
Elders Gathering  CANCELLED 

Pow Wow     CANCELLED  
Kids Days Fall     CANCELLED 
Christmas Gathering Dec 19 
  

If you have an event you want  published in the newsletter, send it to us at (PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation, SC PO Box 3988, Irmo, SC 
29063) or email it to sandert@sc.rr.com. Let us know what’s happening in your world so that we can share the news with   other tribal mem-
bers. Remember this newsletter is YOUR news! 

COVID-19 

. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST TRIBAL MEMBERS 

Jason Sanders, Kelly Croxton, Stephanie Hughes, Greyson 

Hughes, Gage Hughes and Justin Lomax.  Congratulations to 

each of you .  If you have not received your tribal ID and cer-

tificate please let me know at Sandert@sc.rr.com.   

YOUR PRAYERS 

Gene Spoone who lost his great grandson Jera-Michael 

Bagwell Sept 22, 2020, the family of Bill Mays of Ander-

son, SC who passed Aug 20, 2020 and also prayers for 

Shirley Wise Bird West  

751 Campground Rd, Gilbert, SC 29054  

(803) 892-8367  

Tribal Member Owned Business 

2020 VOTE 

The election is right around the corner and we urge 

everyone to get out and vote for the candidate that 

you feel will best serve each of us.  Please review the 

candidates for all of the races, do your homework and 

either go to the polls to vote or send in your ballot.  

It’s your constitutional privilege to do so. 

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, cough-
ing, or sneezing. 

     It’s especially important to wash: 

 Before eating or preparing food 

 Before touching your face 

 After using the restroom 

 After leaving a public place 

 After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 

 After handling your mask 

 After changing a diaper 

 After caring for someone sick 

 After touching animals or pets 

If soap and water are not readily available, use a 
hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them togeth-
er until they feel dry. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands. 

We especially want to say thank you to the above businesses who help us financially.   

https://www.google.com/search?q=temple+heating+and+air+gilbert+sc&oq=temple+heating+and+air&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l5.11124j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html


Dates extended to October 31 

Why Voting Is Important 
“Participating in elections is one of the key freedoms of American life. Many people in countries around the world do not 
have the same freedom, nor did many Americans in centuries past. No matter what you believe or whom you support, it is 
important to exercise your rights. 



2018 Pow Wow 2016 Pow Wow 

Despite having to wear masks and maintain a social distancing space of 6 
feet, we all had a wonderful time at the first PAIA Yard sale.  There were 
plenty of those who wanted to buy and to sell during a beautiful day on 
the tribal grounds.   

If you could not make the sale this year, who knows, we may do it again 
next  year if it is safe.  Thank you to all of you who participated. 



New ways of meeting and social distancing as we gather together 

at a Tribal Council Meeting. 

V. Chief Dexter Yellow Hawk Sharp 

Fire Keeper RSWS War Chief Mark Two 

Blades Williams 

Scott Red Otter Gephart 

Harold Lone Wolf  Norwood 

Not in Photograph: 

Tommy War Dog Sanders 

Gene News Carrier Durham 

Chief Mary Louise Wolf Woman Worthy 

N ow that we have new methods of contacting and meeting with groups, we can conduct normal tribal busi-

ness without fears of individuals spreading covid or any other virus.  This technology allows our Tribal Coun-

cil to meet as a group without being together in the same space.  It does not take the place of a person-to-person 

meeting but we can get together as a  group.  It is our hope that we can, not only,  keep our level of tribal commu-

nications active but that we can reach out to other tribes and tribal organizations in the days to come.  Already 

the CMA is using this technology to hold virtual meetings.  Watch our Facebook page and website as we explore 

more of this technology.  If you would like to know more, just let us know. 

What is your skill or talent? 

Do you have a skill or talent that would be of help to the tribe?  The photo to the left is council 

member Harold Norwood who is using his skid steer loader to clear some of the tribal proper-

ty.  Please let us know if there is something that you can do that will help the PAIA to grow 

and flourish. 


