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CHIEF’S CORNER
ONE MORE THING

I

hope this finds all of you doing well amidst
these trying times. The word COVID-19 will
be something we will not forget for many years to come! I
also hope that none of our tribal members or their families
have contracted this disease. If anyone has, please let us
know. Like a cancer, it has no boundaries as to age, race,
poor, rich or gender. It does appear that some races are
being affected more. We need to pray for our Native
American brothers and sisters out west who are being hit
hard, especially the Navajo Nation. Keep everyone in your
prayers!
We have been hearing the phrase, “ We are all in this together!” Yes, we truly are all in this together!! Every
person in the world is being affected one way or another.
Many events all over the United States have been canceled or rescheduled. Our schools are closed in at least
forty-five states until the next school year begins.
As Chief of the PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC,
I have closed our office and canceled meetings and events
that were to be held on

tribal grounds in April,

I have something to say that has come to the attention
of the tribal council. Any tribal member that has a
problem with any of us on the council, please follow
the correct protocol and bring your complaint or questions to the Chief or Vice Chief. We will discuss it with
you and, if needed, bring it before the tribal council.
If you have a problem with any of us, MYSELF included,
feel free to let us know. We are here to accept suggestions and complaints. I know that I, as Chief, can not
please everyone but do what I believe is best for my
people. This is what I have always tried to do, first as
Vice Chief for over twenty years and as Chief since
2017.
First Chief Gene “Whitebull“ Norris taught me everything I know. He had enough faith in me to appoint
me as Vice Chief and I hope that he is looking down
and saying, “Good Job!!“ I am not perfect, none of us
are but we do the best we can.

May and June.
Some states are opening back up slowly and some full
force. As your Chief, I have to think of the welfare and
safety of each member. I know that some of our members
are experiencing financial hardships because of COVID19. A lot of our members drive from one state to another
for events and may not know exactly how the virus is impacting that state or town.
Please accept my gratitude for all that you have done for
our tribe and your ongoing support. The Creator will see
us through this. We are in this together!!

Wado,
Chief Worthy

Kids Days 2017 the children
were excited to learn how
the Cherokee culture provided for it’s tribal members. It
is our pleasure to host children from many local
schools . Becky Morning Sun
Sharp in the first picture takes care of the craft sales while Mark Two
Blades Williams in the next picture demonstrates how a canoe was built
from a single hollowed out log.

Any change of your address, email address, or phone number please contact us to let us know of the change as soon as possible by calling
864-871-9058 (chief) or 864-683-1421 (tribal office) If you have email that we may send the newsletter to the tribe will save almost $4.00/
person per quarter. Contact Chief Worthy @ worthymarylouise@gmail.com
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ne more winter has come and gone with
spring flying in at a fast pace. Things are up
and blooming; however, all meetings have be canceled until further notice due to the virus. On a sad
note, a logging company has started work behind
our tribal grounds and CLEAR CUT everything. I say
sad because we need these trees to filter our air and to slow erosion and the wind. Also it just looks better when we have trees.
I missed the Spring Equinox Fire at the Waccamaw tribal grounds
due to a tribal council meeting. Now due to this virus that has our
country "locked down," some of the Pow Wows and other events I
tend "fires" at have been canceled as well. I have been praying for
our country and YOU, my tribal brothers and sisters. You are all my
family and I worry about you. Some have health issues and need
more prayers. I try to be the best "Tribal Fire Keeper" I can be. I
keep the "Fire" for you, the members. It’s NOT my Fire. It’s yours. I
feel that a TRIBE with a "Fire" is more connected to Mother Earth
and Grandfather Sky, the Creator.
I have been tearing tobacco leaves for the Blessings at the “Fire”
and to bless the drum before we play. Also, if ANY member needs
tobacco for blessings I have plenty. Contact me and we can meet
somewhere and I will bring some to you. My cell is 803-553-2910.
There is no need not to have tobacco if you need it. We also have
extra leather pieces at the grounds if you need some to make medicine bags for your family OR you could HELP SUPPORT YOUR TRIBE
by purchasing the ones we make from the tribal craft store. We
lost revenue this year because the schools closed and cancelled
the spring Kids Day program. Victoria Norris works VERY hard to
set up OUR (YOURS and mine) Kids Days and coordinate our program with the needs of the schools.
YOUR tribal grounds are very pleasant and spiritual. It is a great
place to come and reflect on today’s world, your problems, or just
be one with nature. We have benches for YOU, the members, to sit
and think. Come use what talents you have here. It’s great! While
there, NOTICE all the things we have been blessed with. Are you
doing ALL you can to help support YOUR tribe. Have you, paid your
annual membership fees? Do you, come to meetings and Pow
Wows? You are missed. We'd like to see you at the grounds OR at
least know you have been here visiting. When First Chief Norris
found this property and the tribe came together and purchased it,
it was to be used. First Chief wanted to see the tribe, HIS people,
use what we have. We have been blessed and should be proud of
what we have and use it. Take care of it! We have a Smoking Area
up by the grey building WITH benches. THAT’S where you are to
smoke. Reflect on what I have said today. Be safe!
Learn, Teach and Take care of each other.
War Chief
Mark Two Blades

OTHER TRIBAL NEWS
Basketful of Knowledge Museum Victoria Yellow Rose Norris
Trade Beads History

T

he first European explorers and colonists gave the Native People glass and ceramic beads as gifts and used
beads for trade with them. Natives had made bone, shell,
and stone beads long before the Europeans arrived in
North America, and continued to do so. However, European glass beads, mostly from Venice, some from Holland
and, later, from Poland and Czechoslovakia, became popular and sought after by Natives. Europeans realized early
on that beads were important to our people: and subsequently, corporations such as the Hudson Bay Trading
Company developed lucrative bead-trading markets with
them. The Hudson Bay Trading Company was an orgnized
group of explorers who ventured into the North American
continent for trade expeditions during the 19th century.

especially on the coasts, the loss of access to marine shell
and the loss of land suitable for hunting to obtain bone led
to the eventual predominance of glass beads. Similarly,
through time, glass beads largely replaced natural and
dyed porcupine quills as decorative materials. One outcome of this was that the quantity of quillwork declined,
although it never completely disappeared. The Indians' loss
of land and the reduced access to porcupines were also
factors in their shift to the use of glass beads.

Bead History
The earliest beads are made from natural materials: bone,
shell, and stone. Indigenous peoples adorned themselves
with bead jewelry, attached beads in their hair, and buried
their dead with beads. Beaded clothing was common, as
were baskets, boxes, and other household objects.

t

rade beads that are
part of our PAIA
museum collection.

As the availability of glass beads increased, their cost decreased and they became more widely used by Native
Peoples throughout North America. Ceramic beads declined in popularity as glass bead manufacturers came to
dominate the market because of their variety of color, price,
and supply. At first, glass beads supplemented those made
from natural materials; but, in time, glass beads almost
completely replaced Indian-made ones. For some groups,

Teaching Clan- Due to the closure of schools because of COVID-19, our Spring Howard White Bull Kids’ Days with
the Cherokees was cancelled. The Fall dates are October 2, 16, and 30; rain dates will be Fridays following regularly
scheduled Kids’ Days. I am working on the updated Social Studies Standards for teaching about Native Americans along
with Barbara Raven Sanders, Chief William Gill, and two Upstate Elementary Schools teachers. My plans are to email
the 3rd and 4th grade Upstate Elementary School teachers by the end of May.
No date was set for Fall Kids’ Camp Out. Chief Worthy and Jesse Liggett are currently working on the camp out schedule.

Vice Chief Dexter Yellow Hawk Sharp

H

ope all is well with everyone. It is a hard time for all of us. A few of us are still going to the tribal
grounds and working on things, such as the new fence and the Living Village.

This is a reminder to all tribal members who have not already done so, please send us your yearly
fees. With the closing of all the schools, Kids Days were canceled. This translates to no tribal income.
That can have a great impact on paying our bills. It could also affect long-range plans such as whether
or not we are able to have our annual Pow Wow. We need your help keeping our tribe going. This is
every member's responsibility. We have members who often donate to the General Fund, or the Well
Fund or the First Chief Gene Norris Memorial Fund which is designated for our children and elders in
need. Please donate if you can. Thank you in advance for your donation and hope all of you stay safe.

James Norris, the son of our First Chief, recently applied and received tuition assistance from SCWorks.
(WIOA – Workforce and Innovation Act) to help complete his BS degree. James will graduate December
2020 with a major in Computer Science with an emphasis on Programming from Limestone. He completed his degree mostly online.
If you need tuition assistance, James has compiled
this information as follows:
1. Go to website: scworks.org and select an orientation class in your area.
2. Orientation Class is once a week and lasts about
an hour. This class covers the overall program, what
is paid for, the institutions that they work with, tests
that are required and scheduling a meeting with a
counselor.
Also any tribal member who is interested in attending 3. A counselor will check applicant’s qualifications
a community college, technical college or university, for this program, go over tests that will be given: work
there is tuition and/or books assistance available for keys, math, verbal skills, and reading comprehenthose who qualify. These grants are need-based.
sion; need to complete a FAFSA (Federal Application
This funding is through S.C. Indian Development
for Student Aid) – on your own; funding period is July
Council for those living in SC; members not living in
-June; only funding for 2 years; a list of institutions
SC are assisted through other state agencies speci- they work with is made available; and programs they
fied through SCIDI. There is also the South Carolina fund are discussed.
Native American Indian Educational Resource Guide 4. Go to college(s) interested in attending, check
compiled by the S.C. Commission for Minority Affairs, out majors (you are interested in) and relevant claswhich lists scholarship and grant opportunities for
ses for that major. Decide on college and get actuition assistance. Email gvnorris@outlook.com; you ceptance letter.
will be emailed the PDF file.
5. Go back to counselor and present all information.
Contact Victoria Norris at gvnorris@outlook.com for
more information on educational opportunities.
Education News
or tribal members looking to get
their GED, there is funding for
testing from the SC Indian Development Council. It is very important, if
you expect to make good money and
advance in opportunities, that you
have at least a high school diploma
or GED! Educational Development though many say
its Graduate Equivalency Degree. Basically, a GED
is a series of tests used to show if you have a high
school level education or not. ... Studies say 96% of
employers accept a GED as being equal to a diploma. Go to ged.com for answers to questions on GED
testing.

F
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Patricia Durham– Elders Council Chairwoman

t’s so quiet, this solitude, this aloneness. I’ve been confined to my home for two
months plus. I’m one of those people who has always been on the move. We pastor
a small church (about 25 members). Then there’s our four children and several grands
and great grands. We love them so much. At first there were phone calls and messages daily. Thank you for the calls and emails. They’ve been to visit a few times
from a distance. I know they love us. That goes without question, but they still have
jobs and families too.
It’s just this quiet and solitude. Is this what it feels like when you are old and shut in
and nobody comes to visit? I have tried to stay busy here doing crafts and embroidery,
but I never learned to just stay home. I need to be around people. We all do.
This is not a forever situation. Stay connected. Phone calls help. Facebook and prayer help too. My
daughter visiting from thirty feet away and bringing banana splits helped a lot!!! YUM!!!
The arrival of a new great-grandson put a big smile on our faces, plus there will soon be another one in
July. It’s not all bad. My flowers are in full bloom also.
When we get to the point we can visit again, I hope you will join me in visiting everyone you know and especially the elderly and shut-ins. Surprise someone and bring them ice Cream. pdgreema@yahoo.com

RSWS—Mark Two Blades
Another winter has passed and spring is here. There is so MUCH work to be done, but
guess what? We can't get together and do it because of this virus that seems to have a
grip on our country. All meetings have been canceled until further notice. I hope and pray all of MY
tribal brothers and sisters are well and doing what they must to stay well. For me, your War Chief, I
am well, working and doing fine.
I have been to the tribal grounds working alone at times or with our Vice Chief Dexter "Yellow Hawk"
Sharp. Gene "White Spirit" Spoone and Harold "Lone Wolf" Norwood have also been there. You
know what? Out of these I, Two Blades, was the youngest one at 62 yrs of age. Indians, especially
Cherokees, HELP their elders. That's who's up here most of the time working YOUR elderly WARRIORS! It saddens me to think one day when we are with First Chief WHO will fill our moccasins. Most
We need more young and
of the membership has no idea what it takes to keep these grounds and buildings up and running, to old like this.
put on events or our "Kids Days" programs. There are many small tasks to be done and ANY of the
Members are welcome to come by and work at ANYTIME. Sticks, limbs and debris must be picked up ALL the time so the
grass can be cut.
OUR grounds, YOURS and mine, are a very pleasant and spiritual place to be, to work or reflect on things that may be troubling you. I talk to "First Chief" Norris and Eddie "Two Hearts" Worthy all the time when I'm up there, trying to make sure I
am doing right by them. Chief Norris was a man of vision and I want to continue working toward his visions. If anyone has any
questions about visiting or working at the tribal grounds call me. 803-553-2910 and I will help anyway I can. Gene "White
Spirit" Spoone lives next door. He will probably see you and come to check on you. He knows where we put the limbs to burn
and can get you the yard tools and things to use. We are hoping to paint the new fence 04/25/2020. Harold "Lone Wolf" Norwood and his son Jeff have volunteered to spray it for us. This is a HUGE help. It takes more paint but saves so much time.
Our yearly operations/membership fees were due in January. They are needed to help pay the lights, Insurance and other
items used to sustain YOUR tribe and tribal grounds. If you have not done so PLEASE, send that to your tribe. YOU, tribal
members, are welcomed ANYTIME! It is a very good place to get away and "be one" with nature. There are benches to sit and
think on. Come up and USE what we have. It has been done for YOU! Take time to reflect on what I have said here. Go out
and make something GREAT happen.
Learn, Teach and Take care of others.

Craft Store - Beckie Sharp—No Craft News to report for this Newsletter

WOS—MELANIE CREEPING FOX - We haven’t gotten to see much of each other this year, and so far our
daily routine is somewhat odd to me. As you are keeping busy and staying fit, please remember to check in
on our elders and those with mental illness issues. Times like these can be really hard on them.
We should be starting our garden right now. Hopefully we will get together son and this can be done. If not it will be done by
social distancing standards. If you have any family heirloom seeds you would like to add to the garden please let me know. We
only want to plant what the Cherokee would have planted before introduction of the settlers. Also the tribe needs a keeper of
the seeds. That is someone who will hold onto the seeds from our crop this year over the winter so that we can replant year
after year. If you are interested in being the keeper of the seeds, let me know. The keeper of the seeds will also be present as
we plant to say blessings and sing songs. If you have any of this knowledge pass on to you from family members, you would be
an excellent candidate.
Until we see each other again, be safe, be healthy, and be kind. Thank you.

POW WOW—Scott Gephart Hello everyone, After much thought and talking to council about our current
situation on the issue’s that we as a tribe face for the health and wellbeing of our tribal brothers, sisters, our
elders and for those who have faithfully attended our tribal Pow-Wow over the years, the tribal council voted on
May 30 th to cancel the 13 th annual PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation, SC Pow-Wow because of the Coronavirus pandemic .Council has determined that it is in the best interest of all to stay at home this year. All plans and contracts for 2020 are being
rolled over for next year’s Pow-Wow. I want to thank all of my brothers and sisters for being patient with me. It’s our sincere
hope that everyone will stay close to home and keep safe. We will see you all at next year’s Pow-Wow. If you have any questions
or comments you can contact me at scottgephart166@comcast.net or by phone (423)494-4255.

Tribal Council Aug. 22, Oct. 24
RSWS/WOS
CANCELLED
Kids Camp
CANCELLED
Elders Gathering CANCELLED

Pow Wow
CANCELLED
Kids Days Fall
Oct. 2, 16, 30
Christmas Gathering
Dec 19

CENSUS
Just a reminder to those of you who have not completed the Census
information, the time table for completion has moved forward because of the COVID-19 virus quarantine. Please be sure to complete
the form or go online to complete the form and be sure that you use
Piedmont American Indian Association-Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation of South Carolina as your tribal name. See the Winter Crosswinds edition for more details. If you have any questions please contact Chief Worthy at 864-871-9058, eMail worthymarylouise@gmail.com or the tribal office at 864-683-1421. (see
also page 7 for more census information)

COVID-19
For those of you who are having problems due to unemployment or
other issues relating to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have a listing of
several food pantries that you may be interested in. Please email me
at sandert@sc.rr.com and I will send you a complete list. These pantries and ministries are for the Greenville and Spartanburg areas in
SC. I will add others if you have any names for me to add.
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST TRIBAL MEMBERS

Donna Wilder, Sharon Bold, Chelsea Bolt, Lucas Bolt, Thomas Shane
Hazelwood, Jaylie Stacy, Able McArthur Beck, Ophelia Gephart, Felicity Rose Woody, Michael Scott Woody and Rylan Thomas Ledford.
If you or your children have not received your ID card and or tribal
certificate please let us know.
On Saturday, May 6, 2017, tribal
members gathered for the unveiling of
a sculpture honoring our Cherokee
heritage and the Greenville Watershed. First Chief Gene Norris consulted with Greenville Water System officials and the artist to assure historical
accuracy. First Chief blessed the
sculpture and tribal members performed traditional dances and songs.

PAIA wishes to thank the above contributors for their support.

YOUR PRAYERS
Prayers requested for :
Barbara Raven Sanders, who is suffering from lupus.
Marvin Orr, who lost his wife recently and now sustained tornado damage to his house.
Deborah Pope, who recently lost her significant other,
Howard Ray Johnson
Gene Spoone, who tragically lost his granddaughter.

Houston Terry Hawkins, who is undergoing tests.

If you have an event you want published in the newsletter, send it to us at (PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation, SC PO Box 3988, Irmo, SC
29063) or email it to sandert@sc.rr.com. Let us know what’s happening in your world so that we can share the news with other tribal members. Remember this newsletter is YOUR news!

How to Respond to the Census

I

n most cases, the US Census Bureau will mail you a questionnaire form. You can respond to the 2020 census in three ways:
online, by phone, or by mail.

Online: If you have Internet access, it’s recommended to fill it out online. You’ll find the instructions included in the letter you
receive. You will need information from the mailed letter in order to answer online. The Census Bureau assures us that it is safe,
secure, confidential, and user-friendly to respond online.
By Phone: When you receive your census questionnaire, call toll-free 1-800-354-7271.
By Mail: If you can’t answer the census questionnaire online or you prefer not to, you can mail back the questionnaire that
you got in the mail. There will be a postage-paid envelope included.
Didn’t Get a Letter? If you do not get a letter, you won’t be able to answer online, by phone, or by mail. In general, if the Census Bureau doesn’t hear from your household, you should get an in-person visit. This is the standard for people living in remote
areas or in group homes.
In most cases, you should receive your census form in the mail sometime around mid-March, with April 1st as the official
“Census Day.”
Here's the takeaway:



Complete the census questionnaire either online, by phone, by mail or in person



Select “American Indian” as your race on the census form



Write in your tribal affiliation if possible. (Piedmont American Indian Association LOWER EASTERN CHEROKEE NA-

TION OF SOUTH CAROLINA)
Be on the lookout for an official census questionnaire in the mail, and be sure to respond accurately: your community depends
on it! When more Native people answer the census this year, they will be helping to generate new services for their Native communities.

Editors note: Just a few hours past Easter Sunday the state of SC sustained heavy storms which included 25 confirmed tornados, leaving 9 dead 1500 homes and building damaged. These storms affected Oconee, Greenville, Orangeburg, Colleton, Berkley, Barnwell, Aiken, Calhoun and Georgetown counties. All sustained property and personal damage. Our hearts and prayers
go out to all of those who have been affected by this catastrophic event, and we pray that healing and repairs will be divinely
guided. Wado

Tribal Council 2019 left to right, Patsy Durham, Raven
Sanders, Chief Worthy, Vice Chief Sharp, Fire Chief Mark Williams, Gene Durham, Howard Norwood and Scott Gephart.

2016 Pow Wow
2018
Pow
2020 craft
daysWow
as tribal members assemble all of the crafts that are sold during kids days and also for other tribal
events.

Thank You for all you do

Our most sincere thanks to our brother Gene Spoone
and his sister Ms. Naomi Nelson who are constantly
helping the tribe with grounds maintenance and are
always willing to pitch in. We are so blessed to have
these people around us. If you see them on the tribal grounds, please tell them thank you.

Chief Gene Norris Memorial Fund- Marianne and Richard
Stoddard, long time friends of our First Chief and myself, have
long supported our tribe. We met when our sons attended Our
Lady of the Rosary Catholic School. We are now parishioners of
Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church. They came to our pow
wows over the years, and have made donations to the tribe. Mr.
and Mrs. Stoddard came to me and said they wanted to contribute monthly (maybe bi-monthly) a set amount to be used for tribal children and/or Elders in need. They wanted the fund set up in
memory of our First Chief. The fund has been named the Chief
Gene Norris Memorial Fund. It will be determined by the tribal
council where the money should be used, but limited to our children and Elders who have a specific need. Anyone can contribute
to this fund. Send a check or money order to PAIA Lower Eastern
Cherokee Nation, SC PO Box 3988, Irmo, SC 29063, payable to
PAIA c/o Chief Gene Norris Memorial Fund.
Victoria Yellow Rose Norris

2020 Pow Wow CANCELLED
Tribal Council met on Saturday, May 30, 2020, and after much discussion decided to cancel the 2020 September Pow Wow. We are doing this out of concern for the well being of our tribal members and guests due to the
uncertainty of the COVID-19 Virus. We want to thank all of our members and guests who have attended for the
past twelve years.
We are all disappointed but again we want to keep everyone safe during this trying time. We will be looking
forward to 2021 Pow Wow and praying for everyone ,
Thank you,
Chief Wolf Woman
Mary Louise Worthy

