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W

elcome to 2022, hope this finds everyone doing well and hope you had a
Happy New Year !! Unfortunately we are still
dealing with COVID and its variants. Praying that all of you
are wearing masks , keeping your distances and getting the
vaccines . We are still losing family members and friends to
COVID, our prayers go out to them as well. We have lost
tribal members due to other illnesses, etc. In my family
alone, we lost three members between November and January .
We missed a lot of you when we participated in The Gray
Court Christmas Parade on December 4th. We had a great
time with only five of us attending, most all of the tribal
council members . Beautiful weather and a big crowd turned
out.

We also had our annual tribal Christmas Gathering on December 18th with fourteen people attending. We cancelled
2020 what with the pandemic restrictions but the tribal
council voted to have it for 2021, again we were disappointed in the low attendance. We understood that many people
are still reluctant to go out especially out of state.
But most of disappointment was that we did not hear from
so many of you by telephone, or email whether you could
attend or not, so about a week before the events, we were
calling people to see if they were coming or not.
We have finally gotten back to having our tribal council
meetings in person at the tribal Long House. You will see the
dates of our future meetings and events in this newsletter.
We have many new members that we want to welcome into
the tribe! My message is short this time because I have not
been well for the past few months and trying to recuperate.
Between some falls at home and a couple of motor vehicle
accidents have put me out of commission as they say.
The Creator walks by our sides and is always there for us,
our prayers are answered even though it may not be what
wanted. Sending my prayers and hugs to all of you out
there, if you need anything , please let us know.

Wado,
We are accepting applications for membership. If you have
Cherokee heritage or know someone who is please let us
know.

I

n 2021, in spite of the pandemic, the Lower Eastern
Cherokee Nation SC continued to move forward. Our Red Shirt Warrior Society still meets monthly. We work on projects. We made a Memorial Garden
out of split cedar trees, also known as split rail fences. We have
memorial bricks for our deceased members placed inside. They
have the name, date of birth and date of death. The bricks are
paid for by family members who request to have one.
We also rebuilt the Winter Home and built the framework for a
new Summer Home. We were able to get a few grants including
one was for a new well. The weather has been too wet to get the
well drilling equipment on the grounds, but it will happen.
We had a very successful Pow Wow in September. There was a
good turnout. The crafts sales were good. All of this took place
with the help of good members. A big thank you to those who
volunteered. It would not have happened without your help.

There were a lot of meetings, including Tribal Council. Some by
phone and some in person.
I also had CMA meetings, NAAC meetings and Conservatory Committee meetings in Charleston ,SC Museum, and SC State Museum
2 year restoration. I was also a part of the Indigenized Educational Committee. I'm sure I left some out, but have been very busy.
We had a good many new members in 2021. Hoping that happens in 2022.
In 2022 we should have a new well with good water. Our plans
include a new bathroom in the Long House. We are still looking
for grants. If any of you can write grants or think you may be able
to help, please contact me. We are hoping to get a new building. The CMA was writing a grant for $500,000.00. We did not get
it because we are not on public water or sewer, which is not available in our area. We also need a storage building, approximately
$8,500.00. We will be completely rebuilding the Living Village.
I would like to thank all who have paid their dues and made donations. If you have not paid your dues, please do so. The dues are
$25.00 a year due by the last day of the year, meaning dues for
2022 were due by December 31, 2021. If you have not paid your
annual fees for 2021, any fees you pay this year will be applied
just to 2021 and you will still owe for 2022.
When you joined this tribe, you joined for a reason that was stated on your application. What were you going to do for the
tribe? Did something change? You are still a member, please do
your part or let us know why you can't.
If you have any concerns or questions, please call me at 864-9065111. or email me at dsharplsc@gmail.com. I look forward to
hearing from you.
With much respect,

Any change of your address, email address, or phone number please contact us to let us know of the change as soon as possible by calling
864-871-9058 (chief) 864-906-5111 (v. chief) or 864-683-1421 (tribal office) If you have an email address that we may send the newsletter to ,
our tribe will save almost $4.00/person per quarter. Contact Chief Worthy @ worthymarylouise@gmail.com.
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H

appy New year!! This year has started out
with sickness close at hand. My daughter
and granddaughter both had Covid. Jennifer got
her shots while pregnant so both have mild symptoms. I pray
for all our tribal members as we continue to do battle with the
devil. These times are difficult for us as we have never dealt
with sickness like this. However life goes on and so must we.
We are looking at ways to improve our (your) tribal grounds.
We have placed the first memorial bricks in the Memorial Garden. The bricks are for tribal members that have gone to be
with the Creator. They are $25 plus $16 shipping. The brick
requirements are 18 spaces per line, three lines each brick.
Spaces not letters. The space between words count. The company is That's My Brick. We have a page where you can order.
We will complete your order once you have sent your money
to the tribe. This is the factory price. The tribe adds nothing to
the cost. The Memorial Garden has been smudged and I
smudge myself, the area and the brick before placement.
With the world in the state it is in, isn't it nice to know you
can go to a place of good spirit and vibration. That place is
your Tribal Grounds. First Chief said, "I want everyone to feel
welcome on these grounds." There is peace, nature and
benches to sit on for thought and reflection. I am your Fire
Keeper. Part of my job is to keep the spiritual aspect of our
grounds alive and well and to pray for healing, clarity and understanding; so if someone needs to talk to me, I am ready to
listen. If possible, I will meet you at the grounds so we may
walk and talk together. First Chief also said, walk on our
grounds with a good heart. When you come, have good in
your heart. Not many tribes are doing much these days so I
have been going out with other spiritual people to keep my
earthly vibration high. I am at the grounds a minimum of twice
a month, usually more, smudging and praying to the Creator
whom I firmly believe in. Come out to the grounds, get reacquainted with your tribe, your brothers and sisters. We are
family and need to be able to rely on each other. We must
help others when we can. Be kind in spirit, words and thought.

Learn, Teach and help others. A'Ho.

Indigenous Women’s
Alliance of SC

TRIBAL NEWS
VICTORIA YELLOW ROSE NORRIS

Basketful of Knowledge Museum-

T

he mortar and pestle was made of a
flat stone and a cylinder-shaped stone.
This tool was used to grind grains, herbs, and spices.

This corn pounder is made of a stone or wooden
bowl with a stick used as the pounder. Small
ones were used for grinding herbs and spices,
while the larger ones would pound dry grains.
Some corn pounders were made from hollowed
out and burnt tree stumps. -

Field Trip …Walking Where Our Ancestors Walked!
On October 20th Sarah Jane Armstrong of the Gray Court/Owings Historical Society, Laura Clifford Cook, Interim Director of the Laurens County Museum and her assistant Chris, Chief William Storm Eagle Gill of the Giduwa Band of Cherokees and myself traveled to view some possible petroglyphs on the property of Kristen and Steve Adams. A petroglyph
is an image created by chipping away part of a rock surface by incising, picking, carving, or abrading. From the scenery
observed, I thought we had journeyed into the Foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains; however, we were in Fountain
Inn in Greenville County!
The following photos were taken on the Adams’ property. We checked out several rocks which appeared to have
letters and some with drawings. Chief Gill is going to research the lettering to see if it matches some of the letters of
the Cherokee language. The drawings could be representation of wooded areas or directional symbols.
It was so amazing to know that Cherokees walked this area a long time ago; possibly hunted this area; and maybe even
lived in this area. It was as if we went back into the time of our ancestors; it was a very exhilarating and empowering
feeling. Victoria Yellow Rose Norris

PAIA Rewind

… Victoria

“No Indians Allowed in South Carolina” is the headline in The Times Examiner dated July 17, 2002, from the article

written by Bob Dill. An estimated 35,000 to 40,000 Native People reside in South Carolina; however, the government
continues to resist allowing Native Americans to have their race listed on their birth certificates. Chief Norris explained
that American Indian children born in South Carolina must have white, black, Asian, or some other race on their birth
certificates, but they can’t be what they are: American Indians. “We are the only people in South Carolina who have to
carry a card to tell people who we are and what we are.” Chief Norris continued, “When my youngest son was born in
1986, we put Cherokee Indian on his birth certificate. We were told that your son is either white or black!”
Chief Norris said that, since then, records have been changed because he and seven other Chiefs have given the state
so much grief over the past 15 years. The vital records department has assigned a person to each tribe; they won’t
change the birth record, but will add a second page to the long form saying who the person really is.
Chief Norris ended the article with, “All we want from South Carolina is an opportunity to be counted as what we are.
We are American Indians and that is what we want to be counted as.”

RSWS— MARK TWO BLADES WILLIAMS, WAR CHIEF

H

ello Everyone. I am pleased to announce the RSW work days are now Tribal work days!!! Yes, all tribal members
are asked and encouraged to attend and help keep our (your) tribal grounds up and running. If you go to our website, you will find the dates and times of the work days, also the types of things necessary to be done to provide our members and
visitors with a nice, safe and pleasant experience here at the grounds.
I want to thank Harold "Lone Wolf" Norwood for the donation of his skid loader tractor, time and fuel used to rebuild the Winter
Home. Thank you brother Lone Wolf. You are always there when your tribe needs you. Also, thank you to Jimmy "Snake Killer"
Nicholson for taking the minutes for the RSW meetings. Another member always there to help. There are other members in the
tribe always working behind the scenes to make sure everything is working and presentable. I thank them all. We don't see Victoria "Yellow Rose" much in person, but you can tell she has been at the White Sage Long House working in the museum because it is
really coming together. Her grandchild keeps her on her toes.
The RSWS have come up with the layout of the Memorial Bricks and placed the first few in the garden. We cut back the grapevines, put out ant killer, cut grass and bushes, and removed the ropes and speakers to help preserve them longer. Another way to
save money for our tribe. I will list some of the things that we have to do to maintain your tribal grounds.
The Tribal work days are the second Saturday of each month. There may be times when we must adjust these days, but will update when necessary. Our start time for summer is 8:00 am and this starts 5/14. Our start time for winter is 10:00 am and this
starts 11/12. All is subject to change. Although our tribal grounds are peaceful and sacred to us, there are things that need to be
done. Just like your yards, the grounds need tending. In the spring we cut grass, work on projects and maintain our buildings. PLUS
if we have a Kids Day, the Wednesday or Thursday before the Kids Day we must cut grass, inspect ropes and prepare the grounds
for the visitors. In the summer, we cut grass and maintain our buildings and property, work on the Living Village and make crafts.
In the fall, we cut grass, maintain buildings and grounds, repair, replace or expand the Living Village". In the winter we remove
ropes and speakers and prepare for the cold by wrapping water pipes and such. Before each event we must cut grass, trim shrubs
and make our grounds ready for our visitors. I am open to suggestions for better ways of doing all of this. Everyone is welcome to
help. We have about all the equipment needed to do the work. First Chief said he wanted his people to come and enjoy what we
have. I too want this. We also need help maintaining it. Here are the dates for the work days. 2022 Tribal Work Days: 4/9, 5/14,
6/11, 7/9, 8/13, 9/10, 10/8, 11/12 & 12/10 (tentative date to the holiday season).
Learn, Teach and help others.
Teaching Clan Victoria Yellow Rose Norris-

I

am stepping aside as coordinator of Chief Howard White Bull Kids’ Days with the Cherokees…it’s time for a person
(s) of new ideas and vitality. I have been coordinating this program for 11 years; 3 years without the assistance of
Chief Norris (and it’s been tough). It’s been a lot of fun and many challenges…but worth it! I want to concentrate my time and
knowledge on making the Basketful of Knowledge Museum the best Cherokee museum in the state. I will work with whoever
decides to accept this calling; I want this program to continue and flourish. With the changes in social studies standards and dealing with COVID guidelines, our program may need to move forward in other directions. Contact me if you have questions at
gvnorris@outlook.com
Black Hawk is currently working with the Professor and grad student from USC Columbia on a grant to publish children’s books
written in indigenous languages.
As a member of Indigenize SC Education Task Force, a group of educators, media specialists, tribal and community leaders, and
interested Native People throughout South Carolina, I worked on the survey for educators to pinpoint their needs in teaching the
history and culture of Indigenous People. I assisted in putting together another survey, for Native adults and school children. This
survey should be submitted for each tribal member who attended or is attending a K-12 public school in SC.
Surveys may be submitted on behalf of students in kindergarten. When the survey is set up for participation, please answer the
questions and include your comments and suggestions. This survey will aid in reporting to our educators and politicians what
should be taught to our children about the history and culture of our First Inhabitants. Link to this survey will available shortly. CRAFT STORE, BECKIE MORNING SUN SHARP

I

hope all of you had a safe and happy holiday and a good start to this new year. There is little to report about the
craft store. I do, however, have a new and exciting sales venture to report. A good friend has helped the Tribe set
up what I hope is an ongoing thing. We have sold some crafts to a store in Ohio that sells herbs and other holistic products. They
are very interested in setting up an area of the store with Native American arts and crafts. I will keep all of you posted on what I
hope is a new and profitable business deal.
Stay safe.

POWWOW -- SCOTT RED OTTER GEPHART

I

hope everybody is having a great year. Last September we had a fantastic powwow. The next powwow is
already being planned for September 24, 2022. I have a few of the contracts already signed for 2022. Returning to us will be Dale Woodruff as entertainment during our lunch break. David Spirit Walker will be returning next
year not as arena director but as MC. I am looking forward to this year’s powwow, so mark it on your calendar for September 24, 2022 Everybody come out and enjoy the music, the festivities, the food and have a great time with your
brothers and sisters.
THE YOUNG CHEROKEES KIMBERLY NIGHT BIRD LANCE
Nothing to report at this time

WOS– WOMEN OF THE SPIRIT

NOTHING TO REPORT

FREE RING DOORBELL CAMERAS.
The South Carolina Indian Affairs Commission is offering completely free Ring Door Bell Cameras for Indigenous
survivors of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking, Violent Crime, and Trafficking.
The Ring Door Bells will serve as part of the survivor's Comprehensive Safety Plan. If the survivor does not have a
comprehensive safety plan, the Indigenous Women's Alliance of South Carolina, a committee of the the South
Carolina Indian Affairs Commission, will help with resources to build a plan.
The cameras are not available to those still living with perpetrators because it could be used against them in court.
If you are interested in obtaining a Ring Door Bell Camera, or have questions, please email scindianaffairscommission@gmail.com.

CHRISTMAS GATHERING 2021 While Covid 19 may have
kept many away, it did not stop us from having a fantastic Christmas luncheon for the Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation, SC. It was
a treat to have so many of you all to attend this year.
Thanks to Beckie Morning Sun Sharp for decorating the Long
House so nicely.

Writings Submitted to Crosswinds
By Perrah Yarborough, January 15, 2022
Winter Rations
I left the beaten path
searching for singular moments
where enchantment reigns;
following deer trails up slippery ridges,
their hooves showing in the
damp upturned leaves.
Inching toward the hilltop,
I find them peacefully feeding
on sparse winter rations.
Spooked now, their white tails
flick and they bound away.
Stopping at a distance, bedazzled,
their wondering stares ricochet
across the bare, leafless forest.
Spellbound, we exchange silent
looks of awe as squirrels dart,
and the lonely mountain bluebird
in a hidden treetop sings.
© by Perrah Yarborough (River Turtle);
From: Gentle Whisper of Chaos: New and Selected
Works (2022).

Special thanks to Beckie Sharp
For doing such a great job on
decorating the tree.

TRIBAL COUNCIL

3/26, 4/30, 5/28, 8/27, 10/22

ELDERS GATHERING

06/11

TRIBAL WORK DAY

3/12, 4/9, 5/14, 6/11, 7/9 8/13

POW WOW

09/24

9/10, 10/8, 11/11, 12/10

KIDS DAYS FALL

TBA

TBA

CHRISTMAS GATHERING

TBA

KIDS CAMP

ISSAQUEENA FESTIVAL 5/21

TRIBAL MEMORIAL BRICKS

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST TRIBAL MEMBERS

Spencer Isaiah Colden
Sandra Tomasco
Linda Slark
Homer Slark (associate member)
Skylar Ridgill

PRAYERS
Gene Spoone, Health issues
Fred McDowell on dialysis and on a kidney transplant list.
Jean Vinson, Kidney Cancer (daughter of former elder)
Lillian Eller in hospital
Don Jarnigan Health Issues
Those suffering from Covid and other diseases.

CONDOLENCES
Our deepest condolences to the family members of our friends
and tribal brothers and sisters.
Johnnie L. Blank 09-05-2021

First memorial bricks as they are laid out in a specific
order to best display the names of those members of
whom they represent.

Nellie Fay Shields 12/30/2021
James “Dusty” Crump 11/07/2021

BOOKS TO READ
Dani’El Garvin One of our tribal friends is about to release his book on Native American Wisdom. You can get this book at
Amazon for the latest price of $9.95.
Dani’El Garvin
• Ministry to Native Americans on many
Native reserves
• Competitive powwow dancer, eagle dancer, & arena director (a dancer at our powwow)
• Ordained to Indigenous ministry by Indigenous Messengers International
• Taught psychology at North Greenville
University
• Loving parent and grandparent
• Mi’kmaq tribal elder
• Author of several books, poetry, & spiritual
writings
• At 80 years of age loves biking, snow skiing,
& powwow dancing
Facebook at:
https://bit.ly/DanielGarvinFacebook

Photos by Beckie Sharp

Vice Chief Dexter Sharp was honored by Quilts of Honor
The mission of Quilts of Honor is to bestow a universal symbol and token of thanks, solace, and remembrance to those who serve
in harm’s way to protect and defend our lives and freedoms.
Vice Chief Sharp served in the Marine Corp during the Vietnam war. He is joined here by fellow recipients and by Chief Buster
Hatcher of the Waccamaw Tribe, also a veteran.
Quilts of Honor are made by the loving hands of countless volunteers who wish to thank those who have served and to honor
their service and sacrifice.

A few years ago, Tribal Council made the decision to secure a post office box to protect our mail as it was delivered to the tribal
grounds. The old mail box located at 3688 Warrior Creek Church Road is simply insufficient to hold our daily mail and checks that
come to us. Look at the post office box inside of the Irmo post office in Irmo, SC where the doors are secured during off hours
and the boxes are monitored through cameras to protect them and their contents. PO box 3988 is certainly the most secure and
protects us from theft and loss.
Our mail is one of the most important assets that we have and it’s security is our utmost consideration. So next time you write
out that check to us or send us any mail, please send it to PO Box 3988, Irmo SC 29063. The mail will get to us safely.
Lower Eastern Cherokee
Nation, SC 3688 Warrior
You Shop and Amazon Donates.
Creek Church RD
Gray Court, SC 29645
Hey all you Amazon Shoppers?

You can support PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation SC
by clicking on this link to shop at Amazon.com Register
Piedmont American Indian Association SC Inc. as your
charity and just shop as you normally would. For any
qualified purchases the tribe will receive .5% of everything
that you purchase. This is an easy way to help support
your tribe at no cost to you.

Tribal Grounds and
physical address.

Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation,
SC
P.O. Box 3988
Irmo, SC 29063

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0791346

If you have an event you want published in the newsletter, send it to the tribal office @ PAIALECNSC P.O. Box 3988, Irmo, SC 29063 or email
it to sandert@sc.rr.com. Let us know what’s happening in your world so that we can share the news with other tribal members. Remember
this newsletter is YOUR news!

TRANSITIONING OUT
After numerous terms as tribal council member we must say good bye to two of our most esteem and active councilmen.
Fire Keeper Mark Two Blades Williams has
also been a long-term council member. He
council for many years. He is a Red Shirt Warrihas blessed the council with his words, witt
or and held positions including leader of the
and wisdom . Mark not only has served as
Elders council. If there is any work activity on the tribal
council member but also spends numerous hours working
grounds, Harold will more than likely be there to help with
on our tribal grounds with the Red Shirt Warrior Society of
heavy equipment and his numerous talents. Great job Harold
which he is and will remain as the head of the Society.
and thank you for your commitment and loyalty to the tribe
Mark is also our very own Fire Keeper and has been
trained by some of the best fire keepers in the nation.
over these many years.
Harold Lone Wolf Norwood has been on

TRANSITIONING IN
Kimberly Night Bird Lance - “Sometimes things
Jeff Shadow Wolf Norwood –If that names
happen and it makes you feel humbled, excited,
sounds familiar, it’s because Jeff is taking the longnervous, and leaves you in a little bit of disbeheld position from his dad Harold Norwood who is
lief. Today this happened for me. I was asked to
retiring out after many years on council. Jeff has
take a seat at our tribal council table. This amazing man, who is our Fire Keeper decided not to
been a member of the tribe for many years and
accept another term leaving a vacant spot. I was asked to join
we certainly welcome his talents and expertise. We look forthe tribal council in the open seat. I am honored that our council
and tribe trusted this task to me. I am looking forward to serving ward to working with Jeff on the many issues we are facing in
the PAIA Lower Eastern Cherokee Nation during my time on the 2022 and beyond.
tribal council.“
BUSINESSES THAT HELP SUPPORT US

751 Campground Rd, Gilbert, SC 29054
Special thanks to Brad Mathews and his
assistant Kimberly Stutts for their continued help with our newsletter.

(803) 892-8367

Tribal Member Owned Business

Please use the form below when submitting your tribal fees or donations to the tribe. This will help us get it to the correct account.
Thank you for your help.
Date

Tribal members name (s)

Roll #

Yearly Fee

Well Fund

Memorial fund

Total Amount
Please send to PAIA LE Cherokee Nation, SC P.O. Box 3988, Irmo, SC 29063 along with your fees or donations

Other Donations

